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Continued from No. 6. 

American people have to be informed, and that is 
one reason why every movement of it is combat- 
ed. Under this state ef things, the gentlemen who 
want this monster so badly, have the modesty to 
say itis to preserve us from British competition 
and to equalize our fovting with England in rela- 
tion to foreign exchanges. What in reality will it 
become but a subservient branch of the great mo- 
ney institution of England, controlied by British 
stockholders and under the complete influence of 
British capitalists? 

He (Mr. Aten) was rejoiced to see in the re- 
port on this subject read the other day by the chair- 
man of the Finance Commitiee, the confession, 
though tardily made, that this country bas been un- 
der British influence, and controlled by the money 
power of England. This is what he (Mr. ALLEN) 
and his friends have been telling the people during 
the whole reign of the late monster, the United 
States Bank. Two years ago, he himself had 
made these very asserillous now conceded by the 
Committee on Finance, at the head of which, he, 
who stands a: the head of all things ia this Govern- 
ment, now presides. 

Woh regard to the immediate subject before the 
Senate; if this bill will be forced through, all he 
should say would be, that he hoped these three pro- 
positions would not be forgotien: firs', he desired it 
to be understeod that this bill was to create six new 
banks in the Districi; nex', that they are to furnish 
the District of Columbia with a specie medium of 
currency; and third, that the anendment of the Se- 
nator from M:scouri should be jet to stand for the 
purpose of res raining the circulation of an irre- 
deemable currency. . 

Mr. MORE!{EAD replied at some length. He 
charged the Opposition with being the peculiar 
friends of the State banks until 1837, when they 
fulfilled all the predictions of the Whigs by an ex- 
plosion, aud involved the whole country in the evils 
of a circulation of depreciated bank paper. And 
then was presenied ihe anoma!ous figure of a great 
party devouring its own offspring. When the Uni- 
ted Sta es Bank failed in gettiny a charter from the 
National Governmen', it obiained a charier from 
a State Legislature, of which a majority were of 
different politics from his; and this new monster, 
which has late died so horrible a death, could 
not be attributed to the Whig party. He 
admitted that the banking system, as too generally 
practised, Was a monsirous system of fraud ani 
cheatery, and he was willing as far as in his power 
to alleviate its evils, so far as the District was con- 
cerned, and to give its banks the same facilities 
as Were enjoyed by the banks of the neighboring 
States, 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not mean to e- m2 
Within the range of the siorm—but he desired to state 
the fact, that when these bank charters were before 
the Senate at a former <cssion, the presidents of three 
of them hac come to him and expres:ed their willing 
hess to accept the charters upon the terms now 
proposed. They informed him that they believed if 
they were to resume, under the conditions to con- 
tinue specie payments, as imposed in the charters, 
they would soon secure the c. nfidence of the c n- 
munity, and that they weuid not have runs upon 
them for their specie. He was absent yesterday 
when the voie was taken on ‘he amendment making 
stockholders responsible to the notc-holders. He was 
in favor of the provision, which was justice only, as 
the stockholders were the persons who had the pro- 
fits of the banks, and ought to make good the losses 
susiained by others through a system devised for 
their benefit. This principle prevailed in the joint 
stock banks of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and 
worked well. He wasopposed to chartering the 
District banks at this time; and disposed to await 
the general resumption before he created banks 
here. He should vote on the question pending in 
the way he thonght most likely to produce the de- 
feat of the bill. 


Mr. ALLEN said he understood the Senator 
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from Kentucky had said that the Pennsylvania | 


Bank of the United States was chartered by a Le- 
gisiature, a majority of whom were Democrats. 
He would thank the honorable Senator from Penn- 
sylvania to inform them of the real state of the 
facis. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said there was a decided ma- 
jority of Whigs and Antimasons in the Elouse of 
Representatives, and this was occasioned by the 


division of the Democratic party by the friends of | 


Messrs. Worr and Munvensperc. The Demo- 
cratic paity thought they had a majority in the Se- 
nate; but, five or six Senators, who had been the 
most terrific enemies of the Bank, went over, and 
by the aid of their votes the bank bill was passed. 
These geniiemen are now among the most influ- 
ential and leading—he was going to say respectable 
—members of the Wh'g party. 

Mr. ALLEN. Have any of them been ap- 
pointed to cilice since the accession of the present 
party to powei? 

Mr. BUCHANAN. That is a matter for con- 
sideration in Executive session. 

Mr. MOREHEAD having adopted the sogges- 
tion of Mr. Maneom, simply to recommitthe bill 
without instructions,ihe question was taken by yeas 
and nays, and decided as follows: 

YHAS—Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berri- 
en, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Dixon, 
Evans, Grahim, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Milier, Morehead, Phelps, Prentiss, 
Presion, Rives, Simmons, Smith ot Lidiana, South- 
ard, ‘Faiimadge, and Woodbridge—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Ciay of Aiabama, Clayton, Falton, Hen- 
derson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mcuton, Nich- 
olson, Pierce, Porter, Sevier, Smith of Consec- 
ticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Wil- 
hams, Wright, aed Yoaung—24. 

So the moton prevailed, and the bill was recom- 
mitted. 

Mr. CLAY then moved to proceed to the consi- 
deration of the special order, being the biil to incor- 
pora‘e the sudscribers to the Fiscal Bank of the 
United States. Mr. C. would suggest whether it 
would not be beter to dispense with the reading of 
the b.ilexcept by its title, and proceed to consider 
it section by section. 

Mr. WRIGHT thought, as the bill was long, and 
as it had only been placed on the tables that morn- 
ing, and few had had an ¢pportenity of examining 
it with that care which so grave a matter required, 
it beter to postpone the consideration until to mor- 
row. 

Mr. CLAY acceded to the wishes of the Sena- 
tor from New York, but said that bill had been be- 
fore the Senate several davs, at least that of the 
Secretary ha!, which was soosiantially the same, 
vith the exceptioas pointed Oui in the report. 

Mr. C. then moved to proceed to the considera- 
tion of Executive besiacss; which motion was car- 
ried. 

And, after some time spent in Execative session, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESEN PATIVES. 
Wepnesnay, June 23, 1le4l. 

Mr. D. H. LEWIS introduced his eclleague, 
Hon. Geo. S. Houston, Representative elect from 
ihe Siate of Alabama, who was qualified and took 
his seat. 

Tne SPEAKER announce i the following mem- 
bers as the Select Committee on the Message of the 
President of the United Siates, transmitted yester- 
day, in relation to the removal of the mortal re 
mains of the late President of the United States: 
Mr. J.Q. Adamsof Mass Mr. L. Williams of N.C, 

Fessenden of Maine. John Campbell of S.C. 
Atherton of N. H. Dawson vf Georgia. 

’ Tillinghast of R. I Pope of Kentucky. 
Williams of Conn. A. V. Brown, of Ten, 
Everett of Vermont. S. Mason of Ohio. 
Greig of N. Y. E. D. White of La 
Aycrigg of N. J. Wailace ef Indiana. 
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Sergeant of Penn. 
Rodney of Del. 





Miiler of Missouri. 

Cross of Arkansas. 
W.C. Johnson of Md. Heward of Michigan. 
Taliaferro of Va. Lewis of Alabama. 

{[Nore.—The States of Mississippi and Illinois 
are, as yet, wi'hout representation. } 

Petitions and memorials were called for in the 
order of the States and Territories, and were pre- 
sented by the following members: 

Messrs. HOUCK, JOHN C. CLARK, and 
ROOSEVELT, of New York. 

Mr. RIDGWAY, of Ohio. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina. 

The committees were called in their order fot 
reports. None were made. 

The States were then called in their order for re- 
solutions. 

Mr. CUSHING offered the following resolution, 
which lies over one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be direated 


to communicate to this H -use, at the commencement of the 
next session of Congress, a statement of the progress which 


shall then have been made in the survey of the coast of the 
United States, including the number, loeation, and length of 
the several base lines measured for the triangulation, the eta- 
tiuns occupied therefor, the observations made for and the 


corrections applied to the same; the astronomical observations 
made for the determination of latitude and longitude; the 
work done by each corps empjoyed in the service, and a de- 
scriplive listof the charts published, if any 

Also, the amount of money expended on the survey of the 
coast, from time to ume, since ites commencement, showing 
wirat nus have been appropriaced for the purchase of in 
struments and books; the names of all persons employed 
upon the survey, distinguishing such as may have been of 
the army or navy, together with their salaries or other com 
pensation, and by whom appointed to the service; exhibiting 
as well thedirectappropriation for the survey of the eoast as 
the indirect expenditure upon it by reason of the employnrent 
therein of the public vessels and officers 

Also, the probable lengih of time and the amount of mo- 
ney required to complete the survey of the coast in the mode 
heretotore pursued, with suggestion ofany other mode of sur- 
veying the same which shall have for its object the acquisi- 
tion of the greatest amountof useful informauon, in the short 
est time and at the least expense. 

Mr. AVAMS offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, ‘That so much of the message of the President of 
the United States of the Ist instant, as reiaiee to the African 
slave trade, be referred tothe Cominittee on Naval Affaira, 
with instructions to reportto the House such measures as the 
highest considerations of public honor, as well as the strongest 
ee of humanity require for the suppression of the 
trade. 

Wir. CALHOUN of Massachuseits offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War transmit to this Honse 
a copy of the report of the Inspector of Arsenals, dic. referred to 
in the memorandum attached to the Secretary’s report accom 
panving the President’s message: 


Mrr. WINTHROP offered the fullowing reso- 


lation, which lies over one day for considera- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed to 
take measures for procuring annually for the Library ot Con- 
gress (wo or more copies of all important reports or other docu- 
ments on commercial, judicial, or other subjects of interest to 
onr country, which may be published by the Parliament of 
Great Britain, or by the Governments of other foreign nations 
Provided, That the same shali be paid for out of the standing 
appropriation for the Library 


Mr. ROOSEVELT offered the following reso- 


lution, which lies over one day for considera- 
tion: 

Resalved, That the select committee heretofore appointed on 
the currency, be instrucied to inquire into the constitutionality 
and expediency of the passage oj a uniform bankrupt law appli- 
cable to moneyed corporations, and especially whether such 
law would or would not be the most efficient measure for re- 
storing and regulating the currency, for preventing suspensions 


of specie payments, ad keeping banks within reasonable li- 
mits. 


Mr. FLOYD, of New York, offered the follow- 


ing resolution, which lies over one day for conside- 
ration:] 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
edto inform this House whether any officer of the Army of the 
United States has, since the 4th of March last, been directed to 
visit the State of New York for any purpose connected with the 
imprisonment or trial of Alexander McLeod, and, if #0, to com- 


municate to this House copies of the instructions to, and report 
of, such officer. 


Mr. BREWSTER offered the following resola- 
non, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so modifying the revenue 


laws as to allow drawback upon goods tranafe inland in the 
original bexes and packages to foreign countries. 


Oo motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the Committee 
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of Ways and Means were discharged from so much || upon the points of order. He would merely refer 


of the President’s message as relates to the subject 
of new fortifications, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs 

On motion of Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union was 
discharged from the consideration of the bill report- 
ed yesterday ‘to appropriate for a limited time the 

roceeds of the sales of the public lands of the 

nied States, and for granting lands to certain 
States,” and the same was referred back again to 
the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

Mr. J. exp'ained the object of this motion to be 
that certain modifications might be made to the bill. 

Mr. GOGGIN offercd the following reso.ution 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request: 
ed to communicate to this House, if no: deemed incompatible 
with the pubiic interest, any correspondence which niay have 
taken place between the Executive and our ministers or agents 
abr and others relative to the tobacco trade between this and 


foreign countries since the jast communication made to this 
House on thatsubject " 

Mr. PICKENS cffered thé following resolution: 
* Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to commu- 
nicate to this§ House the list of newspapers (if any) that may 
be under a morigage, as to the press, type, mateital, or sub- 
scription list, o the Department of State, or any other Depart- 
ment of this Government; aad, also, that he communicate the 
conditions of sal mortgage, the time, and the circumstances 
under which it was given; and if any mortgage of the kind has 
been redeemed within the last six months, that he also commu- 
nicate the terms upon which it has been redeemed, 

Mr. MORGAN ovijecied. 

Mr. PROFFIT hoped the objection would not 
be insisted en, but that the inquiry would be made. 

7 ; . . 

Mr. MORGAN p>rsisting in bis objection, the 
resolution lies over one day. 

Mr. TRICLETT offered the foliowing :esola- 
tions (which are those offered at the last session of 
Congress, but not then received:) 

1. Resolved, That the investment in the stocks of the several 
States of this Voion of funds held by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, in trust, is, tv the ammount of the sume eo invested, 
and of the interest thereon, an assum, tion by the United States 
ofthe debts of the sail several States, in the event of their 
failure puncwually to pay the same, 

2, Resolved, That the purchase, by authority of any Ex- 
ecutive department of the Government of the United States, of 
the bonds of any of the States of this Union, at their nominal 
value, or with a premium thereon, and the subsequent sale of 
the same bondsat a discount, is an unwarrantable and wasteful 
dilapidation of the public funds. 

3. Resolved, That it is the duty of the Executive Govern. 
ment of the United «tates to require of the Government ef each 
audevery State of this Union in whose stocks investments of 
the public moneys heid in trust by the Government of the 
Vaited States have been made, punctual payment, in epecie or 
its equivalent, of the interest stipulated in the said stocks, and 
ae of the principals, as soon as possible, by the terms 
of the contracts upon which such stocks have severally been 
issued. ; 

4. Resolved, That the further investment of any public 
funds of the United Siates in stocks of the several States 
ought forthwith to be prohibited by law; and that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means be instructed to report a bili for that 
purpose. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN of Tennessee offered the fel- 

owing resolution: 
B.Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Niates of Americain Congress asse. dled, ttwo- 
thirds of both Houses concurring. That the following amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States be proposed to 
the Legislatures of the several States, which, when raufied 
by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the States, shall be 
valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution, 
to wil: 

“ No person who shal! hereafter be elected President of the 
U,.ited States, and who shall serve as such the period of 
four years, or any part thereof, shall be again eligible to that 
effice. This disability not to extend to any person on whom 
the office or the duties of the President may have devolved 
by reason ef the death, resignation, or remoyal of the Presi- 
dent. 

Mr. B. moved that the resolu'ion be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; and be printed. 

Mr. PICKENS inquired if the resclution in- 
tended toembrace the present Presiden, and to 
exclade him from running a second time; for it did, 


he (Mr. P.) would oppose it, as the time might 
come when he would be in favor of the present 
President fora second term. He did not know, 
batdid net wish him to be excluded. He would 
Wait events. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say, in reply, 
it did not. 

Mr. STANLY moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. J.C. CLARK raived the point of order, 
that, under the rule reporteddrom the Commitice 
of Rules, this resoluticn was not in order. 

Mr. BROWN said that as he had submitted this 
resolution, he would ask to say a word or two 


the Speaker to an express decision made by him 
yesierday on the propesition of the gentleman. 
from Georgia, [Mr. Kine,] with regard to certain 
maps. An objection was made by the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. Prorrit] to the reception of the 
resolution, and the Chair decided thatit was in cr- 
der. If gemiemen would remember, there had 
been fifty or an handred propositions already re- 
ceived and acted upon, under that decision of the 
Speaker, which would have been rejecied under the 
rule as now con'ended for. All he desired was, 
that the Speaker would adhere to bis former deci- 
sion, and at the proper time he (Mr. B.) shou!'d be 
enabled to obtain the sense of the Hiouse on the 
proposition which he had submitted. 

Some conversation followed between several 
members, after which 

The SPEAKER decided that the resolution was 
nol excluded under the rule, but that, if it gave rise 
to debate, it must lie over one day. 

Mr. STANLY said, that being the case, he 
would withdraw his motion to Jay on the table. 
He was net opposed to the principle of the resolu- 
tion. 

So the resolution lies over one day. - 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON offered the following re- 


solution, which lies over one day under therule: 
Resolved. That the Secretaries of State, of the Treasury, 
War, and Navy Departments, and Postmaster General, be di- 
rected to report to this Hous: the rames of all persons who 
have been removed from oflice, and the names of all persons 


who have been appointed in their places since the 4th day of 
March last. 


Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS offered the following 
resolution, *hich hes over one day under the rule: 
Resolved, That a select committee of tweuty-six members, 
one from each State, be ajypointed, whose duty it shall be to 
report a bill tothis house, as early as practicable, for the ap- 


portionment of Representatives among the several States ac- 
corcing to the sixth census. 


Mr. PENDLETOw cffered the following reso- 


jution, which Jies over one day for consideration: 

Resolved, \t is the opinion of this House that it is the duty 
of the present Congress to establish uniform Jaws on the sub- 
ject of bankruptcies throughout the United States, and that 
the Committee onthe Judiciary be instructed to report a bill 
for that purpose at the present session of Congress, and in 
time for the action of the House. 


Mr. E. D. WHITE offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 


to inquire intothe expediency of reporting a bill to extend the 
limits of the port of New Orleans. 


Mr. PROFFIT offered a resolution, which was 
read at the Clerk’s table, the object of which was 
to raise a select committee in relation to the Cum- 
berland road. 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana said that it was evi- 
dent now to what results the decision of the Speak- 
er would lead, and he submitted that this resolu- 
tion was not in order. 

Mr. P. said he oped there would be no objec- 
tion to this, at any rate. 

After some “iscussion on the point or order, 

Mr. PROFFIT withdrew the resolution. 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. RANDOLPH asked the House at this time 
to take up and consider a memorial presented by 
him yesterday in relation to the operation of the 
present tariff laws upon the iron manufactures of 
the country, (which petition, giving rise to a de- 
ba’e, had been laid over yesterday on a motiyn to 

rint 
? And the House having consented to take up the 
memorial, 

Mr. RANDOLPH expressed his surprise that any 
objection should have been mace to the printing. 
The memorial was a short one. The only reasons, 
he supposed, which could exist for this objection, 
were to be looked foreither in rigid ideas of econo- 
my, or ip the opinions set for/h in the memorial it- 
self. It was a memorial on the subject of the iron 
manufactures and the operation ef the present 
tanff. It came from a practical man, and em- 
braced that species of information of which this 
House stood much in need. 

There were several statistical tables, &c. and he 
hoped that no serious objection would be raised 
against the printing. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS said, if the printirg 
would stop there, he should have no objection. But 
if the House ordered one memorial to be printed, 
it must order all. If the reason furged for the 
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printing of the memorial in this case was sufficient 
it would be considered sufficient in all others. And 
for the purpose of putting a stop to it, he hoped 
the House would not agree to the printing of this 
memorial. 

Mr. BIDLACK said he hoped the House would 
consent, asa matter of economy, to the printing of 
this memorial, because it was on the subject of 
the unequal operation of the present tanff law 
upon the iron manufacturing inlerests of the 
Union. The views presented in this memorial would 
bring to the knowledge of the members of the House 
matters upon which they might be called to act, 
and in a cheaper way probably than it cculd be 
done by lengthy speeches; and some of the mem. 
bers who had constituents deeply interested in this 
manufacture would be bound to go in!o arguments 
on the subject, if the Hc use retusedto print this 
memorial. He had in his possession a resolution 
which, had he been in his seat at the moment hig 
name was called, he had iniended to present, di- 
recting the Committce on Manufactures to inves. 
tigate this subject. He hoped, therefore, as it was 
a matter affecting one of the great and leading in- 
terests of the country, the House would not je. 
fuse to print the memorial. 

He intended shorily to ask the indulgence of the 
House to enable him to present the resolution to 
which he had referred. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped, he said, that the House 
would agree to the printing of this memorial, and 
that the Representatives of that interest in the 
United States, which consisted of the friends to a 
protective system, would, in the present ses:ijon, 
come to some ucdersianding with one another. 
He regretted deeply that a proposition made by 
another gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. For- 
NANCE,] two or three cays ago, had passed away 
from the consideration of the House, and he re- 
gretied that it had done so by the action of the 
friends of that very memorial. It was a memo- 
rialfrom the State of Pennsylvania—from this 
same interest. And members in this House wire 
playing at cross purposes on this subject. 

A gentleman from Virginia[Mr. Wise] had 
said, some days ago, in relation to this interest, 
that he would Jock out fur Republicans wherever 
he coud find them against it. He (Mr. A.) would 
leok out for Republicans wherever he could fiud 
them in favor of it. Gentlemen might depend 
upon it that those who opposed them on this sub- 
ject understood one another, and that they ected 
toge'her wish a covceried and united action. 

He hoped that the whole delegation from Penn- 
sylvania would set aside all inferigy considerations, 
and most especiaily al! party, fa€tious considera- 
tions, and that they would reflect what their inte- 
rest was on this great question, and that it was 
time that they shouid come to an understanding 
wih one another, and come to an understanding 
with those who were in favor of the same interest 
in this House. The subject was one involving the 
great question between free labor and slave labor. 
It was the great question between compromises and 
a protective tariff; and if there was a majority here 
determined against all protection of dom:stic indus- 
try, let us know it—Jet us know of whem that ma- 
jority consists. Let us know of whom that party 
consists who were ia favor of protection, asd who 
they were that were in favor of counteracting the 
action of foreign Governments against the native 
industry of our own people. 


Mr. A. here adverted to the recent proceedings 
in the British Parliament in relation to free trade 
and the corn Jaws, and to the defeat which the Bri- 
tish Ministry kad sustained thereon. He hoped 
that, before ihe American nation undertook to act 
upon such a system, they would have something 
more before them than the report of a commitiee of 
the British Parliament. Let the British Govern- 
ment set the example of free trade, and it would 
then be time enough for us to meet them in that 
spirit. 

He hoped the printing would be agreed to; and 
he wished it was in the power of the House to re- 
consider the vote by which the proposition of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Fornance] 
had been thrown outof the power of this House. 
He hoped the subject would be considered at this 












wa oo ews 


—  — 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


99 


a thse eth 





session, even if there should be no action upon it 
until the next. He was for coming to an issue 
upon it at once. 

He hoped, also, that the other gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Brotack] would bring forward 
the resolution to which he had referred. But let 
pot the gentleman move its reference to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. There was too much 
compromise in that committee. He hoped the 
gentieman would move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures. Batlst us not commit 
the lamb to the wo!f—agnem committere lupe. 

[A message was received from the Senate stating 
that that body bad passed the bill making appro- 
priations for the expenscs of the present session. 
(See Senate proceedings.) Oa motion of Mr. 
FILLMORE, the bill was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Waysand Means. Ata subsequent period 
of the day’s proceeding’, the bill was again re- 
ported, and the amendments of the Senate were 
concurred in } 

Mr. PICKENS could have no objection, he 
said, to the printing of the memorial, it that were 
the only question. But as the gentleman from 
Massachuset's [Mr. Apams] chose to make the 
printing a test question, and said it was a question 
between the compromise act and a tariff ior pro- 
tection—cailing public attention to it and expre-s- 
ing adesire to come to an issue upon it—he (Mr. 
P.) could net consent to priut the memorial. The 
gentleman had called upon the fiiends of a pro- 
tective tariff, and asked them ‘o combine and come 
together with a united action, because those op- 
posed to them were acting upon one princip'e. He 
(Mr. P.) regretted that the gentleman fron Virginia 
[Mrc. Wise] was notin his seat to hear some of the 
remarks of the genileman from Massachu-eits, 
and to listen to his biliing and coving to the Penn- 
sylvania delegation upoa this floor. Had the gen 
tleman from Virginia been here, he might perhaps 
have been induced to believe that his charge as to 
a coalition betweea Kentucky and Massachusetts 
wa; nolttrue. Probably he might have gone against 
other compromises and other coalitions, not with 
Kentucky, but with the Pennsylvania delegation. 
Mr. P. protested against all such bargains and coa- 
litions; and was understood most especially to call 
upon Kentucky not to sustain any such bargains, 
bat to sustain the spirit and the principles of the 

c)mpromise act. 

The gentieman from Massachusetts has said it 
would be committing a bill, if sent !o0 the Commit- 
lee of Ways and Means, like sending a lamb to the 
wolf. He (Mr. P.) repelled the insinuation, if in- 
tended to apply tothim or his fiiends. When he 
says there is too mach compromise on that com- 
mittee for him, who dues the geatleman allude to? 
He cannot say he (Mr. P.) was for compromising. 
No; he would find in him no compromise. His 
course was cpen, aud without compromise upon 
great principles. He must allude to others upon 
that committee; and let them answer for themselves. 
As to the under current that gentlemen had alluded 
to upon that committee or in this House, he would 
Say to the gentiemaa, that he hoped the time would 
yet come when that under-curreat, which was now 
seen to ripple, would swell and roll on, until we 
shall see the vesse! of Siate bounding upon it, with 
as gallant a crew on board as ever shouted for vic- 
tory under the flag of liberty and independence. 

Mc. KING of Georgia said he felt i his duty to 
say a few words in repiy to what had fallen from 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Apams,] who seemed disposed to ring the changes 
ence more on the subject of the British corn laws, 
and to marshal his battalions under the banner of 
a proteciive tariff. He had called oa the agricultu- 
ral interests of the West, and mace an appeal par- 
ticularly to the great State of Peansylvania to 
come to the rescue of the manufac uring interests 
of the Northeast. I propose (said Mc. K ) to ex- 
amine briefly the effect of tae British corn laws on 
the grain growing aud manufacturing interests of 
this country. ‘The effect in the first place is, to 
Talse enormously tue price of bread, and conse- 
quently the price of labor in Engiand. This mn- 
crease of course the cost of their manufectured 
goods, and renders jt more difficult for the manu- 
factures of Great Britain to compete with those of 


this country, both in our own ani foreign markets 
It, by the repeal of the corn Jaws, the price of bread 
should be reduced in Englanc, and the price of 
grain increased in this country, the cost of manu- 
facturing would be inerea ed here, and reduced 
there. [t would con:equenly be more difficu!t for 
our manufaciurers to Compete withthose of Great 
Bri‘ain. 

lt therefore cannot be to the interest of the ma- 
nufaciureis of this country to seek or desire a re- 
peal of the Briiish corn laws. How does the mat- 
ter stand in regard to the grain growers of this 
country? At present they have access to the mar- 
ket of Great Britain through the colonial ports of 
Canada ani New Brunswick, ata very low duty. 
Tae grain growers of the Continent of Europ? can- 
not avail themselves of this advantage, and conse- 
quently their grain cannot come in competion with 
gus. If thecora laws were repealed, the grain of 

e Contineat, being much cheaper than ours, 
would exclude it from the British market, and con- 
sequently our agricultural interes s of the Middle 
and Western States would no longer enjoy the 
great advantage they now have over all other grain 
growers of exclusive access to the British market 
through the colonial ports. I therefore assert, sir, 
that both the manufacturing and grain growing 
interests of this country would be greatly injured 
by the repeal of the British cora laws. I cail on 
the members from the West io weigh well and lo: k 
with caution Oa ihe argaments of the honorable 
gentleman, when he eadexvors to raise their preju- 
dices against the corn laws, andenlist them under 
his tariff banner. They shouid panse be‘ore they 
believe that the manufacturers of :he North really 
d sire the adoytion of any meacure which, if it has 
the effect they say it wil!, mast increase the co tof 
labor in this country and diminish it in Eng!aad. 
As l have shown, however, the repeal of the corn 
laws will cause a very great decrease io the price 
oi jabor in England, but no increase in the price of 
grain or labor in this country, but undoubtedly will 
cause a decrease in the price of both gran «ad labor, 
by depriving our grain growers of tne advantages 
they now enjoy through the colonial ports. 

Now, sir, one word in regard to this unnatara) 
alliance of the West with the East. Where do 
the people of the Western Siates find the best and 
most extensive markets for their productions? In 
the South—in the cotton-growing States! not in 
the Eas', or manufacturing districts of the Union. 
Wiere do the farmers of Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, 
Iilinoi«, and all the great West and Northwest send 
their corn, pork, bacon, horses, hogs, and mules ? 
Do they send them to the Eastern manufacturers? 
No, sir; they send them tothe South. Whose in- 
teresis ought they, therefore, to consult—the manu- 
faciurers of the East, or the planters of the South, 
Let them decide when the question of a tanff for 
protection comes up. Tne honorable gentleman 
trom Massachusetts has said that the questiva of a 
protective tariff is a question between a fice labor 
and s'ave labor—this being, when innterpreted, a 
qitestion of taxation on the South for the benetir 
the North! How, sir, whea this question shall be 
presented, I shall join the honorable gentleman 
from Svuth Carolina, [Mr. Pickens,}] and demand 
to know where the great Siate of Kentucky stands 
in regard to the compromise fact? Is it possible 
that ihe South, which affords a-market for the pro- 
dacts of the West and manufactures of the East, it 
is to be deserted by the former and plundered by 
the later? Weshallsee, sir. 

M:. PENDLETON said he did not intend to 
discuss the question of a tariff on the motion to 
priat. He rose merely to inake a suggestion to the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Kina | 
tleman had said the effect of the Eaglish corn 


‘aws wa; 'o redace the price of American grain, 


and thercfove was advantageous to the American 
manufacturer. 


Mr. KING said he was misunderstood. 


Mr. ARNOLD had been, he said, a patient or ra- 






That gen- 


He also said that, at tne proper 
time, be would appeal to the West to support his 
pecuiiar notions upon the subject of a tariff. 
Now, he (Mr. P.) wished his friend from G o:gia, 
when he made his appeal, to be prepared 'o coa- 
vince us of the West that reducing the price of our 
great staple, grain, was the way to make us rich. 





ther an impatient listener to this debate,a: d although 
he Lad carefu'ly refrained from taking prt in any 
of the long and uveless discussions which had cha- 
racterized the last three weeks. yet he felt itdue to 
him:se'f now to say a few words. 

Mr. A. after alluding to the habitual fechieog of 
respect and kin‘ness which he had ever felt t- 
wards the geathman from Massachusetts, [Mr 
Avams) expressed the exceeding regret ard 
pain with which he (Mr. Aanorp,) had 
witnessed how ardently that gentleman had seized 
upon every topic which was presen ed, to create a 
ferment in this House. He was not like the gen- 
Jeman from Souih Carolina, (Mr. Piccens,] who 
had expressed his regret that the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Wise] was not io his seat. On the 
contrary, he (Mr. A.) rejoiced that that gentleman 
was not present to hear the remarks o the venera- 
ble gentleman from Massachuvetts. [t was with 
pain that he had witnessed the course of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts during the present ses- 
sion, and with equal paia and mortificauon be had 
witnessed the course of the geatleman from Virgi- 
nia. And althouzh whathe (Mr. A.) srid might 
have no influence upon gentlemen, yet he would 
say—he felt itdue to himself and the countfy to 
say—hat there were agitators, inccndiariss who 
had seats in this House, both from the North and 
the South. 

He had voted the other day to lyy the prop sition 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Me. For- 
NANCK] On the table, because he (Vir. A ) thoag't 
that it was not offered in good faith, Whenever 
any important memorial or document wes present 


ed here in good faith, and a repreven'atoa of i 
contents was made, (as in the cae of this memo- 
rial,) he was willing to yo'e to print it, thar it 


might be sent forth to the country for the informa 

tion and enlighteament of the people, who were 
net, in the mass, politic.ans. Tat being the tri- 
bunal of the last revort, it was right that they 
should be kept enlightened; and his course had 
been heretofore, ani would be, to print all papers 
and documents necessary to thatend. But he had 
entertaiaed a very different opinion of the meino- 
rial presented the other day. He believed it was 
intended— 

The SPEAKER interpesed, with the remark that 
it was not in order to impugn the motives of mem- 
bers. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he was not doirg so. That 
memoria! prayed fora protective tariff. Those who 
drew the memorial, and the gentleman who pre- 
sented it, knew that to speak of a protective tariff 
to the South was to open Pandora's box; and the 
memorial was couched in language likely to be 
most offensive, and calculated to affect the course 
alike of Southern and Northern men who might be 
in favor of a Bank, bat might have conflic'ing opi- 
nions on the subject of the tariff. His vote upon 
all ques.ions which did not legitimately come up 
for the action of the House dur ng the extra se.sion 
was not to be taken as an indication of the vo'es be 
might give hereaiter. He weuld voie now to give 
the go-by to all questions except those for the con- 
sideration of which Congress had been convened; 
he would do nothing but the business which he had 
been sent here to do. 

Mr. A. after a brief allusion to the compromise 
act, and to his own course thereon, said he would 
not now go in’o the question of the tariff. When- 
ever the issue should be presented to the American 
people between a voluntary and involuatary tax, 
it would be one of cay solution. His opinions on 
this subject were fixed; he wished notto agitate it 
now, buthe wish-d that the Hou'e should proceed 
to do the businessof the country. He wished we 
could have a test question, that we mightknow who 
were our friends and who our foes in this House— 
who were for us and who against us; becawe, if 
it should be ascertained that nothing coald be done, 
he should be for a¢j urcing forthwith, It was to 
be regretted that many of our friends calling them- 
selves Whigs, and reoresenting Whig districts with 
large majorities, seul not oaly be found against 
us, bat be found voting with the Opposition on this 
floor. There was a powerful opposition proper, 
and there was an opposition improper, (so (0 
speak,) and the latter was far more to be dreaded 
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than the former. Now, he wished to know what 
he had to depend upon. If, owing to defections in 
the Whig ranks, the Opposition bad become so 
strong that nothing could be done, why they had 
better go home, and not spend the money of the 
people in everlasting fiery debating and brawling 
upon every little frittering question that was 
brought before the House. It was a serious ques- 
tion whether the friends of the Administration in 
this House, or the Opposition party, with its new 
allies, was in a majority here; and urless they 
could go on and do business, the sooner the session 
was brought to an end the better. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that, unless there was 
some important business befere the Heuse, he 
would, as the Committee of Ways and Means had 
much business to do, move that the House ad- 
journ. 

Opjections in several quarters. 

Mr. F. said he wculd then move that the Com- 
mitiee of Ways and Means have leave to sit 
daring the <cssions of the House until further 
order. 

Mr. GILMER said it was very desirable that 
members oi the committee should be present dur- 
ing this discussion, because, in the first place, it 
involved a most important question, and, in the 
next place, remarks had been made affecting the 
very organizauon of that committe, to which 4t 
would be proper to reply. 

Mr. FILLMORE was then understood to with- 
draw both motions. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN said that he had voted for 
the resolution offered on Saturday last by his col- 
league from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fornance ] viz. 
to refer a pelition presented by him, on the sub- 
ject of the tariff, to the Cemmitiee on Manufac- 
tures, with instructions. He had done so because 
he considere the motion right in itself. He did 
no! siop to inquire as to the motive which influ- 
enced his colieague, or whether the resolution was 
the result of a caucus deliberation, and introduced 
with a view, as some supposed, to embarrass 
the action of Congress at the extra session. It 


was of no consequence to him that others, who 
were supposed to participate in that caucus, 
had doJged the question on, this floor. He was 


perfectly willing to take it for granted that there 
had been a change of sentiment on this sub- 
ject on the part of bis colleague and some of those 
politically associaed with his colleague—a 
change similar to that which seemed to have 
take place on another important question. He 
was willing to believe that gentlemen who had 
slept soundly during the whole period of a former 
Adwinistration had become suddenly awakened to 
the interests of their country on the vital question of 
a tariff, as in the other House of Congress they had 
been miraculously aroused from ther lethargy on 
another important quesion—the controversy with 
Great Britain respecting the outrage on the Caro- 
line. Tnese changes oi sentiment were wholesome 
evidences of the influence of public opinion. He 
was content, therefore, to take it fer granted that 
his colleague’s re-olution was offered bona fide, and 
his vote was accordingly given in its favor. 

But he regretted to find that only a minority of 
the House voted with him (Mr. I.) on that resolu- 
tion. That a proposition so reasonable in itself 
should get the go-by with the assent ef a large ma- 
jority of all parties; that so many of all parties 
should manitestsuch nervous, shrinking, and mor- 
bid sensitiveness whenever the subject of the tariff 
and protective duties was referred to, however re- 
motely, would cause surprise and astonishment in 
the miinds of those he had the honor to represent. 
He was grieved, too, on Saturday last, when the 
honorable gentieman from New York [Mr. Bar- 
NARD} had tovved a series of resolutions referring 
the various topics embraced in the Presidenv’s mes- 
rage to appropriate committees, that ths question 
was the cnly one overlooked. He (Mr. I ) had en- 
deavored to supply the «mission by an aurendment 
directing a re'erence to the Committee on Matu- 
tactares, but was cat off by the sudden and prompt 
application of the previous question. Way was 
this, asked Mr. 1.2? Is this question of the tariff to 
be shunned and avoided like the ghost of Aboli- 
tion? Are the industrious classes of the comma- 
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nity to be deprived of a hearing on this floor? Why 
object to the printing of the memorial now pre- 
sented? Why not refer all such memorials to the 
Committee on Manufactures, that being the appro- 
priate committee? Why not throw the responsi- 
bility on that committee, and Jet them investigate 
the subject? If it is inexpedient to act upon this 
question at the present session, Jet the commitiee 
say so. Even if the House is precluded from ac- 
tion now, that is no reason why the intervals of 
leisure afforded by the discussion and consideration 
of the other topics could not be appropriately oc- 
cupied by the committee in the investigation of 
this subject. He believed it was conceded by the 
opponen’s of a protective tariff that, in the adjust- 
ment of duties on imports for mere revenue pur. 
poses, incidental protection might be given to do- 
mestic industry by discriminating duties. He 
would ask if that very matter of discrimination 
did not appropriately belong to the Committee on 
Manufac'ures, and he would appeal to the libe- 
rality even of those opposed on principle to the 
protective system to treat this question with the 
same fairness which they accorded to other ques- 
tions. 

Mr. PICKENS submitted to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania how, in making this appeal to the 
liberality of gentlemen from the South, he could 
reconcile the distinction raised by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts between free labor and slave 
labor, &c 

Mr. IRWIN said it would be unbecoming in 
him to offer any explanation as to the meaning of 
the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
whilst that gentleman was here so ready and wil- 
ling toexplain his own meaning. It would be 
presumptuous in him, (Mr. I.) and he would not 
attempt it. 

Mr. IRWIN resumed. He could assure gen- 
tlemen that all attempts to give this question ihe 
go-by would prove fwile. ‘The manufacturers 
aod mechanics and workingmen of the country 
would be heard. They never would consent 
that their petitions and memorials praying the 
consideration of Congress to subjects in which 
they feel a deep interest, shouki mect the fate 
of Abolition petitions, when their workshops 
were closed and all branchesof domestic industry 
languishing for want of the fostering care of Go- 
vernment. The question could not be long evaded. 
It would have to be met within a short period, at 
the next session at furthest. The period limited 
by what was called the compromise act was close 
at hand; an act manifestly in violation of popular 
sen'iment—against the known sentiments of a Jarge 
majority of the people of these United States, and 
caused by the threat and menace of a smal! mino- 
rity of those people. He (Mr.I.) would fail in 
his daty to the manufacturing and industrious con- 
stituents whom he had the honorto represent if he 
did not protest against the course which gentlemen 
of all parties seemed disposed to pursue on this to 
them and to the whole country most important ques- 
tion. Whenever the opportunity would be afforded, 
it was his intention to move a reference of that 
part of the President’s message which related 
to the tariff and duties on imports to the 
Committee on Manufactures. He would ask, 
at the same time, that all petiions on those 
subjects now laid On the table might have the 
same appropriate reference. If this reasonab!e 
proposition should be voted cown, he now gave 
notice of his intention, at the proper time, to intro- 
duce a resolution which gentlemen might consider 
a test question, and which he believed could not be 
evaded. He was the last man to desire the intro- 
daction of any embarrassing topic at the present 
session, but he could not close his eyes to the obvi- 
ous demands of du'y upon him as the Representa- 
tive of a hard-working, honest, and industrious 
people. Gentlemen had spoken of what was going 
on in Eng!and on the subject of protective duties. 
It was trae that Lord John Russell had intreduced 
a bill for the modification of the corn laws, propos- 
ing a reduction of duties, it was said, equivalent 
to 50 per cent, It was at least doubtful whether the 
ministry would be successful or fall a sacrifice to 
that measure, if, indeed, the measure i'self origina- 
ted in sincerity. Who could tell what would be its 









practical effect on the manufacturing and agricy}. 
tural interests of this country? Not one man in al] 
this nation. The effect, meny feared, would be the 
entire prostration of American industry, and the 
arraying against our manufacturing interests other 
interests which hitherto bad been united to them 
Who, in this nation, could foresee the end of the 
agitation now going on in Great Britain on the sub- 
ject of her corn Jaws? It might end like the famous 
controversy about free trade in that country years 
ago. 

Gentlemen would recollect the famous rallying 
cry of “Huskisson and Free Trade” which British 
manufacturers and British merchants spread even 
on this side of the Atlantic, with the view of affect. 
ing the decision of this very question on a former 
occasion. When the American compromise bill 
passed, said Mr. I. we heard no more of British 
free trade. It remains to be seen whether all this 
agitation and excitement on the subject cf the corn 
laws, on the other side of the Atlantic, have not 
their origin in kindred motives, and are not intend. 
ed to work similar results in this coantry. He 
trusted that the motion to print the memoria) 
would prevail. 

Mr. BOTTS rose and said that he knew of no 
practical good that could result from this debate, 
andas there was no jmportant business before 
the House,and there was a good deal before the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means that might be matured 
probably in the course of three or four hours, if the 
House would afford an opportunity, and then be 
proposed for the action of the House tc-morrow, 
he would move an adjournment. 

Mr. ADAMS asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BOTTS said, as he had made his motion 
simply for the purpore of affording the Committee 
of Ways and Mears an opportunity to prepare 
business for the action of the House, he would 
withdraw his motion to adjourn, and move the 
previous question on the motion to print. 

But the House, by ayes 79, noes 90, refused to 
second the demand. 

And the question recurring on the motion to 
print— 

Mr. RHETT obtained the floor, but yielded it at 
the request of 

Mr. FORNANCE, who made some remarks in 
explanation. He said that he hoped no member 
would impute improper motives to him in present- 
ing a tariff petition, and asking the committee to 
be instructed in favor of an increase of the rate of 
duties, till they had some stronger evidence of his 
insincerity. He would say to his colleague [Mr. 
Irwin] that be had never ch&nged his opinion. 
His opinion was now the same with regard to a 
tariff, as it had been when he first took a part in 
the politics of thiscountry And to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. ARNOLD,] who seemed to 
think Mr. F’. was not in earnest, because he placed 
a protective tariff on the eveni of a National Bank, 
he would say, that be could not forget that, four 
years after the Bank of 1816 had been established 
there were 20,000 persons in the city of New York, 
20,000 in Philade'phia, and 10,000 in Baltimore, 
thrown out of employment, for the truth of which 
he would refer the gentieman to Niles’s Register. 

Mr. RHETT said he did not kaow that he should 
bave said a word on the present oceasion but for 
some of the remarks which had fallen from the gen- 
tieman from Pennsylvania. That gentleman bad 
said that Southern gentlemen were as peculiarly 
sensitive on the subject of ihe tariff as they had 
been on that of Abolition; and that, whenever the 
tariff was mentioned, they instantly rose with mo- 
tions to he on the table, adjourn, &c. and always 
refused a motion to print any thing that related to it. 

Mr. IRWIN said that his remark bad not been 
confined to Southern gentlemen, but had been di- 
recied to genilemen of all parties and from every 
quarter. 

Mr. RHETT had misunderstood him then. But 
the fact was, that not one Southern man had made 
any mction to adjourn, or avy other motion what- 
ever, with the remotest design of avoiding the tariff 
question. Had any one of them voted to siave off 
that question? When?—where? 


[A gentleman here replied that Mr. Borrs had 
done so. } 


eras 













— é 


—= Oo @ 


=e @ «+ We 


~ ve 


wT ew el = 


a TS FF * 


Sa VF Se eS © 


“ 


SS Wwe oe OS CUD 








aaa ETS 


H 






CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


101 


NE ee 


Mr. R. admitted that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had done it, and he alone had done it. But 
nove of those with whom Mr. R. bad any political 


“gssociation, remote or immediate, (and he believed 


he was generally considered as one of the most ex- 
treme on this subject,) had ever endeavored to 
avoid the question. On the contrary, he had con- 
tended, at the last session, that the question ought 
toceme up then. The compromise act would ter- 
minate next May, and it was fit the merchants of 
our couatry should know at least one year before- 
hand what was to be done in regard to our system 
of duties, in order that they might regulate their 
business, and not be surprised into losses by our le- 
jslation. For this reason, he had been of opinion 


that the subject ought to have been taken up at the | 


jast session of Congress. Bat it had been impos- 
sible to get it up; neither party would touch 
it; neither wished, in trath, to show to the Sonth the 
actua! position of parties nerih of the Potomac on 
this great question. The Presidential election 
was then impending, and this operated to post- 

ane the subject for tke time. 
obstacle existed now. ‘There was no agitating 
Presidential election to stave off the considera- 
tion of the subject atthis time. Why not take it 
up? But Mr. R. was told that the tariff questioa 
could not be touched at this called session, be- 
cause other important questions intervened, and 
the attention of Congress was to be given exclu- 
sively to them—such questions as the President 
had recommended in his message. But President 
Tyler did not convene Congress. We were called 
together by the proclamation of President Harrison, 
and his proclamation proposed to us to consider ge- 
nerally “grave and weighty matters” affecting the 
people of the Union. Was not the final adjust- 
ment of the tariff, on great principles, a “grave 
and weighty matter” for consideration? And even 
President Tyler, in his mesvage, speaks of a defi- 
ciency of revenue to be supplied by an increase of 
the tariff. Why, then, should not the whole tariff 
be rvised and settled, instead of tinkering it for six 
months, and then going at it again? Why not show 
hands, and play non-committal no longer? Mr. 
R. was ready to go with the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvacia now—to-morrow—every day, until ihe 
subject should be taken up and seitied. But the 
gentleman had said that the struggle in England 
with respect to the corn laws might produce a great 
effect on the settlement of the tariff in this country; 
but that the result of that straggie was doubiful— 
he did not know how" it would end. Mr. R. 
said he would tell the gentleman how the strug- 
gle would end, both in Eagiand and this coun- 
try. It wouid end by securing the greatest good 
of the greatest number; in protecting the interests 
of the many from the power of the few; in de- 
fending the interests ef the people against the grasp 
of the monopolists. Although abolition will join 
them here, as it has done in England, in the main- 
tenance of a protective tariff, it would not avail 
them. This tariff question was a question for the 
people: it was moving England, at this very mo- 
ment, to its foundation. The ground-swell wasup: 
the many were coming in collision with the privi- 
leged few: and in such a contest, if the people are 
free or justice prevails, the few must go down. The 
Ministry of Great Britain had staked their existence 
on the measure of the cora laws—cheap bread for 
the poor against monopoly for the rich; and would 
it not be a shame—a burning shame—if, on this 
side of the water, in a Government iostituted for the 
people, men should not be found ready to risk their 
popularity and their all upon the principles involv- 
ing such a question? The struggle would ead, not 
in raining the interests of the manufacturers, but in 
putting them on the same footing with the interests 
of their fellow-citizens. The rights of the people, 
the rights of the many against the few, would tri- 
umph and prevail; but it would not destroy the 
few, but leave them with the same privileges and 
advantages ail others possess. 

The gentleman had said that the question which 
was now agilating England was hike that intro- 
dueed some years since by Mr. Huskisson, and 
that his excitement had expended itself in speals 
ing. Butthe fact was not so. Mr. Huskisson 
had removed heavy duties on many articles, but 
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| especially he had abolished the monopoly on silks; 
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| Mr. R. now in getting it up. 


| of order. 


and what had been the consequence? Did the silk 
manufacture fail? Did the manufacturers fail? 
Not at all; on the contrary, they grew sirooger 
and stronger. Mr. Haskisson did not merely 
speak; he effected important modifications of the 
British laws in favor of the great principles of free 
trade. 

Bat Mr. R. had no beliéf that the subject of the 
tariff would be taken up; he was very sure it was 
a question that would not be met by the House. 
Yet he saw no reason why it skould not. Why 
might it not be madea subject of legislation now 
as well as atavy other time? And is it not the 
best time, ia view of the tariff of 1833? But he 
knew nothing would be done. Though the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Irwin] had shown 
himself so very zealous on this subject, he 
would not now meet it. He would not go with 
It was said that the 
consideration of it now would be premature; but 
Mr. R. denied this. Itis rather too late than too 
soon to consider it. He and his friends were ready. 
to meet it at any momen!; they never had, and he 
trusted they never would stave it off for a moment. 
The sooner we know the position of parties on 
this question, the sooner it is settled, the better for 
the South. 

Mr. BRIGGS said he had not risen to discuss 
the subject; he thought that the whole debate upon 
it at this moment had been inopportune, if not out 
The Committee of Ways and Means 
had made two or three efforts to get an opportunity 
to sit and prepare business for the House, but 
without success. To afford them tLat opportunity, 
Mr. B. would move to adjourn. 

The motion prevailing, the House, at 1 o’clock, 
adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Trurspay, June 24, 1841. 

The CHAIR submitted a communication from 
the State Department, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the 17th instant, exhibiting an abstract of 
the 6th Census, showing the aggregate amount 
of population io all the States and Territories; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Also, a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, in compliance with a resolution, as to 
the delay of the repairs of the Potomac bridge; 
ordered to be printed. 

Also the annual statement of the Commerce and 
Navigation of the United States. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that the Secretary was 
directed by an order of the Senate to have this 
decument printed, if it was received during the re- 
cess. I not having been so received, he moved to 
print 2,000 extra copies of this docament, on the 
ground that it was ove among the most important 
that emanates from the Government. It was one, 
too, that did not find its way into the newspapers, 
like the genera} reports seat fromthe Executive 
branch. ‘Tbe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented memorials from 
citizens of New York, c.tizens of Salina, and citi- 
zens of of Cleveland, Ohio, in favor of a general 
bankrupt law; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, reported back to the Senate the 
bill to distribute the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands among the several Sates in just and 
equitable proportions, and to grant Jangs to ceriain 
States, with several amendments, one of the prin- 
cipal of which is, the incorporation of a permanent 
prospective pre-emption system in favor of actual 
settlers. Mr. 8. also submitted a special report, 
which, with the bill as amended, was ordered to be 
printed. 

REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Bucnanan, 
some days since, requesting the President to fur- 
nish the names of persons removed from office since 
the 4th of March last, was taken up. 

Mr. MANGUM onioved to amend the same by 
inserting “and also the removals from tke 4ih of 
March, 1829, up to the 4:h of Marcb, 1841” 

Mr. BUCHANAN said it had not been his parpose 
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to say one word on his own resolution, for he did 
believe that the call for information was so correct 
in itself, and the iafoimation required was so pro- 
per for the public, that he could not have aatici- 
pated opposition from any quarter. Ee was sory 
to find himself mistaken, and that genuilemen on 
the other side were so Sensitive in regaid to the sub- 
ject of ut, that they could not let bis resolution pass 
without encumbering it with an amendment caleu- 
lated to render it nugatory. If this had not been 
the object of the Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Manoum,]} he would, instead of bis amendment, 
have offered a separate resolution, to the adoption 
ot which he (Mr. B.) could net have the least ob- 
jection. Bai if the amendment were attached to 
his (Mr. B’s) resolauon, when was it probable 
thataa answer could be obtained from the Presi- 
dent? Ifarange of inquiry as to all the remo- 
vals and appointments, which hai beea made 
during the last twelve years, were (o be entered 
upon, would it be possible to get an answer to 
his resolution, during the present session of Con- 
gress, even if it should continue until the middle 
of September? ‘This was the only objection he 
had tothe gentleman’s amendment. If the ori- 
ginal resolution had called for the reasons of re- 
movalsfrom office, the gentieman’s sensiliveness 
would be excusable; but he (Mr. Buctianan) asked 
for noreasons. He simply desired a list of those 
removed aad those appointed by the present Ad- 
niuistration. He at first thought of entering into 
some explanation of the nature of his call for this 
information; but the resolution itself wasso plain 
on its very face, that he deewed it unnecessary, at 
the present moment, to go into particulars. 

Mr. B. said he could declare, in al! sincerity, that 
the first idea of making this cali for information 
had been suggested to his mind but a few days be- 
fore he left home, in consequence of hearing daily 
of removals and appointments of postmasiers 
throughout the county where be reside’. Respecta- 
bie men, who had been solicited by their neighbors 
to accept of little offices estabiished at the cross 
roads for the public convenience, were removed, 
in order that some good Whig might be rewarded 
with these small crumbs of Executive bounty. | In 
at least ane instance, he believed that the post 
office i'self had been removed to some dis- 
tance from the place where it was first esta- 
blished, in order that the Postmas'er General 
might find a werihy Whig recipient ot his patro- 
nage. After his arrival here, he learned that the 
work of pfoscripuon was piog:essing on a grand 
scale among these peity post offices. ‘hese remo- 
vals were so extensive, and so mysierious, as to 
produce much sensation. Every where toe viclims 
were falling like leaves in Octobei; but no man 
knew whence the blow came, or whe had put the 
Executive arm in motion. The names of the fated 
of these victims weie concealed trot the pubiic, as 
far as this was possible. Neither of the offical 
journals here had published the remova!s or ap- 
pointments made by the Postmaster General. The 
blow was aimed against these Democratic postmas- 
ters from the secret recesses of the Port Office De- 
partment; and their number and their Dames veil- 
ed in Executive mystery, and not permitted to meet 
the publiceye. When the late Postmaster General 
had made removals, they were weekly pub- 
lished in the Globe, and were thus commu- 
nicated to the whole country. But what was 
the case now? He had it fiom authority 
on which he relied, that the Postmaster General 
was now removing at the rate of one hundred 
and thirty postmasters per week; and for any 
thing which appeared in the public papers of this city, 
he had never made a single removal! since he came 
into office. The country bad thus been kept in 
utter ignorance of the extent of the proscriptiens of 
this anti-proscriptive Administration. They had 
concealed their hand. And the honorable Sena- 
tor from North Carolina bad informed us that 
what has yet been done was only the preface—the 
volumes would hereafter be written. We have 
had bata small duodecimo; hereafter we were to 
receive the quart.s. 

‘Was it not necessary for the public information 
that the changes in the different post offices:shoald 
be published? It was often, véry often necessary 
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tvat individuals who had business to transact in 
remote districts of country should know who were 
the incumbents of the different post offices. Show 
your hands, gentlemen, said Mr. B. and never do 
that which you are either ashamed or afraid to 
publish, Amos Kendall, the late Postmaster 
General, never set sucha precedent to bis eucces- 
sor. He then called upon the Senator from North 
Carolina to answer him the question direc'ly;— 
why, when removals were procerding atthe rate of 
«ne huodred and thirty per week, and if they were 
not, the answer to this call would disprove it, the 
Woig journals of the city were entirely silent on 
the subject, The public acts of public men under 
a free Gove ment,were public prc perty, and should 
never te concealed from the people. When this 
had to be resorted to, it was always evidence that 
there was something wrong It might refer parti 
calatly to the proscriptive conduct of other De- 
pariments, but should forbear for the present, 

Another reason, he confessed, which had in- 
duced him to offer the resolution, was to show the 
beaotiful consistency between Whig professions 
and Whig practice; between promises made before 
the election, and performance afterwards. If the 
late Administration did make removals, he a-ked 
wheiher, in doing so, they had ever violated any of 
their principles or promises? The maxim which 
the Senators on the other bad attributed to it, and 
which its friends had always denied, was, that “to 
the victors be'ong the spoils.” It was certaiu, how- 
ever, that when opportunities offered, we have pre- 
ferred our friends to our enemies; but all was open 
acd fair in our conduct. The late Administration 
had never shrunk from the responsibility of their 
actions; and were never cither afraid or ashamed to 
nublish them to the world. 

Bat how had the supporters of the present Admi- 
nistration acied throughout the canvass which pre- 
ceded the late Presidential elec'ion? Had they not 
made professions sebserve them instead of princi- 
ples? Could any man deny that there were nume- 
yous and respectable individaals every where who 
had enlisted under their banners, becau-e they were 
made to believe tnat the late Administration had 
pushed the principle of proscription entirely too 
far, and that the election of General Harrison was 
loudly demanded for this reason alone, even if no 
other existed? The Whigs solemnly promised ra- 
dically to reform this system, which they said con- 
verted the Presidential election into a mere strug- 
gie bstween factions cager to seize the spoils of vic- 
tory, instead of a great contest for the ascendency 
of political principles. They would be actuated 
by higher and nobler motives; and theusands and 
tens of thousands of moderate men had been de- 
ceived by such professions. How wreiched'!y had 
these mea been cisappointed? Proseripiion assail- 
ed us alevery step. We lived and moved in the 
a mosphere of proscrip'ion, end its victims were 
scattered every where around us. 

If you go into the sacred walks of Christianity— 
Christianity, the purest and the best gift which ever 
descended {rom Heaven upon man, znd you there 
find its professors preaching what they never prac- 
tised, and uever intended to practise, what would 
be your conviction of the sincerity and true cha- 
racier of such professors? What would yeu ‘hink 
of that man, if, with the precepts of this sublime 
doctrine upon his lips, his life gave the lie to his 
professions? You would not hesitate to pronsunce 
him guilty of the grossest hypocrisy. Aili mankind 
would unite with you in calling him a hypocrite. 
He [would not undertake to apply this name to 
gentiemen on the other side, but he should leave 
the people to judge. This, however, he should say: 
that the ruthless proscription which was now pro- 
gressing so directly at variance with all the profes- 
sions and pledges of the Whig party, was the most 
giaring and signal example in the history of any 
Government, ancient or modern, of the opposition, 
between professions before an election, and prac- 
tices afterwards. No popular Government had 
ever existed, beginning with that of Athens, and 
coming down to the present day, in which a politi- 
cat party had so recklessly and so suddenly violated 
their most solemnly professed principles,as the Whig 
party of the present day had done, It was no wonder 
that they should endeavor to shroud their conduct 


in mystery, and to conceal their removals from the 
world. 

Never had the leaders of any party been more 
solemnly committed on any doctrine than those of 
the Whig party were in their hostility to proscrip- 
tion. From the Senator trom Kentucky, (Mr. 
Cray ] dewn, they bad all spok-n the same lan- 
guage. Tnat Senaor hal rep aedly, on this 
fl or, denied the existence of th» power of removal 
by the Pre-icent under the Constitution. How 
eioqnently had he declaimed against the maxim 
that “to the victors belonged the spoils’? 

Mr. Cray. Will the Senator from Pennsy!|- 
vania allow me a word ia explanation? 1 
have said that power does not belong to the Presi- 
den', though i: has grows into use. I[t has been a 
subject ot legislation, and as such it is not ques- 
tioned. 

Mr. Bocuanan. Toe Senator from Ken- 
tucky then declared that ander the Constitution the 
right did notexist, but thatin law it did; and that 
now, being ia effice,he won'd justify his Administra- 
tion for its prosription, not by constitutional but by 
legislative authority. Had ke not, over and over 
again, denounced the late Administration on the 
greund of proscription? 

Mr. Cray, (from his seat, ina jocular way,) I 
did sir; bat our practice now grows out of the ne- 
cessity ef our case. We cannot, indeed, sir, con- 
sentto allow your friends to remain in our confi- 
dence. 


Mr. Bucnanan. The Senator then acknow- 
ledges that whilst he hates the principle, he loves 
the practice. So much for Whig consistency ! 
And the Sena‘or from Kentucky candidly admits 
that the power of necessily goes beyond the power 
of principle; and this, because the friends of the 
late Administration stand in the way of principle, 
and its enemies are clamorous for the loaves and 
fishes. 

He (Mr. Becnanan) had never expressed any 
opinion of his own on the subject of the spoils be- 
longing to the victors. He had never said that to 
the victors belonged the spoils. He had acted dif- 
ferently when he hed declined to disturb the 
Whigs in petty post offices in his district of 
country. But proscription now proceeds 
rapidly, and in less then six months hence, 
at the same rate, there will not be a man left 
in office who was appointed by the late Adminis- 
tration. In the entry of the present Admunistra- 
tion into power, he did expect that they would at 
least have done one thing. Hundred of persons 
had been appointed to office by the late President, 
under existing Jaws, for the term of feur years. 
If the present Administration had allowed them to 
remain tii the expiraucn of their term,it would, in 
some smalidegiee, have acted in confurmity with its 
professions, and would have lost nothing by the ar- 
rancgement; because what its friends might have lost 
in the beginning would bave been mace up to them 
m the end. Bat not even having adopted this 
principle, what had been the spectacle presented 
to the world by the determination, so instantly and 
almost by anticipation, acted upon, of unsparing 
prescription? Did not the blush of shame suffuse 
the cheek of every disinterested American when 
the spectacle of the rush for office was 
exhibited in all its od:ous colors at the time of the 
inauguration? Did it not furnish foreigners an oc- 
casion of deriding our institutions? If the new 
Administration had announced that a!l those in 
office would be allowed to complete the term of their 
appointments for four years, unless they had been 
guilty of official misconduct, there would have 
been no unsecmly rush for offices; the new appoint- 
meats would have been made gradually as the old 
expire’; and this country would have been spared 
the humiliating spectacle which the supporters of 
the Administration exhibited. Bat proscription was 
necessary to reward those who had restored the 
golden a.e! And what had becn promised as one 
of the b essed effects of the rule of that golden age? 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Preston) 
had uttered a sentiment which bad gone forth to 
the world, and was hailed with eulogy whenever it 
was read—far and wide had it spread over the 
Jand—that days of proscription had gone forever; 
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that PROSCRIPTION WAS ITSRLF TO BE PROSE€RIBED, 
There was a profession of ihe golded age! 

That Senater had, with viriuous and eloquent 
indignation, repelled, on this Mvor, even after the. 


Presideutial election, the bare ims:nuation that the . 


Whigs would act upon the docirive of proscription, 
The maxim that “to the victors belong the spoils,» 
he proclaimed to be infamous ane detestable. Even 
Machiavel hiinself, in the Senator’s op nion, had 
never conceived or avowed so foul a maxim. 

The present President of the United States had 
been as strongly committed by declarations, 
speeches. piedges, and addresses, against this doc- 
trine, as any other member of the Whig party. 

He (Mr. B.) would not further attempt to paint 
the manner in which these distioguished Whigs 
had carried out their principles This migit spoil 
the picture. All he wanted was the list of remo. 
va's and appointments. Tnis would speak for 
tself; and he had no doubt we might then exelaim 
with justice, “how be nicks them!” 

He was sorry that the Senator from Norih Ce- 
rolina [Mr. Mancum] had proposed his amend- 
ment to this simple resolut.on of inquiry. lt might 
‘have the effect of preventing the presentation to 
the whole land, wherever the beautiful sentiment 
to which he had aliuaed had been read, of the under. 
standing which the party in power atiached to that 
sentiment. He [Mr. Bucuanan4 yet hoped the Se- 
nator from North Carolina would reflect upon the 
consequences of his amendment, and withdraw it. 

Mr. McROBERTS said he had the same objec- 
tiensto the amendment which the Senator from 
Pennsylvania had expressed; and principal’y that 
the information called for by the resolution would 
not be obtained this session. Now, he Mr. (McRo- 
BERTS) especially desired the information forthwith, 
for he well knew his constituents expected it; in- 
deed he believed thai the whole country called for 
it; and he, for his part, considered it proper that 
the people should see what tre present Adminisa- 
tion had been doing since it came into power, 
He regarded it as ivformation of great and 
urgent importance, that the people should 
show how the pledgss tha: been given them 
in the subject of removals from office were now 
redeemed. The vote of the J majority of the peo- 
ple had been obtained on the faith of these pledges, 
and they have a right to be assured of the 
manner in which that faith was kept. All that the 
resolution called for was a list of the proscrided, 
and he was not prepared to expect that any 
Senator could doubt the propriety of the call 
for information. He at all events thought it prop-r 
that the opporiunity should be given of comparing 
party professions with perf rmances. He pro- 
posed to pointout some of the professions made 
and the strange positions taken on them, during the 
canvass for the late Pr sidential election, that the 
country might see what was the real object in view. 
He knew ihe time was not propitious now for this 
inquiry famid the great rush, and struggle, and 
scramble for office. But the aciion which might 
incommode the sciambiers for the spoils, might 
abide a season—all ihat was wanted at present was 
information for the country. The Americano peo- 
ple are proverbially a practical people. Give them 
facts and information to go upon, and they will 
woik outthe problems themselves With this in- 
formation, they will soon arrive at the conviction 
of the propriety of the resistance which the Demo- 
cratic power gave to the assumption of power by 
those now forming the Administration of this Go- 
vernment. There had been an Executive 
document issued on the 4th of March, in the 
nature of a ukase, under which a large por- 
tion of those removals had taken place. 
He alluded to the circular to the office holders 
issued by the Secretary of State, from which he 
quoted various extracts. He (Mr. McRoseats) 
proposed to examine very briefly this ukase, to see 
whether the Constitution gives any power to the 
President of the United States to issue, or cause (0 
be issued, this order: and particularly whether it 
gives him power to create any particular of- 
fence, and then make himself both judge and jury 
in deciding upon it. So far from granting this 
power, the Constitution says the Government shall 
have no right to interfere with popular opinion. 
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Oae of the amendments of the Constitution was to 
guard against any possible assumption of such a 
right. And why? It was subsequent to the pas- 
sage of a law, of which this new ukase is buta 
supplement—a law passed in 1798, called the alien 
law and sedition act. Under that law particalar 
offences were created for the first time—but, 
more humane and merciful than this ukase, 
also conferring power to try offences by jury before 
a court of justice. He read the section of the act 
conferring on the court the power to punish for an 
offence created by the act itself. This is quite as 
genetal as the ukase of the present Executive De- 
partment, from which he had already quoted. There 
is nothing in it specific, as to the identity of the 
crime created. What would bring one person or . 
thiog into contempt, would not bring another. It 
would depend altogether on the whim of the jury or 
the caprice of the judge. You cannot bring any 
thing into contempt uniess it merits it. Falsehood, 
in the abstract, could not bring Congress into con- 
temp!; neither could it brivg an upright man into 
contempt. But it was not the question of contempt 
was at issue; but it was this, Did the Constitution 
confer on Congress power to make this law? Tnat, 
and that alone, was the question. It was the ques- 
tion on Which Madison and Jefferson so trium- 
poantly fought the political battles of the country 
jor years, tli victory crowned their efforis. 

Mr. McRoserrs here adverted to the actin ad- 
dition to the act of 30th April, 1799, entitled ‘An 
act forthe punishment of ceriain crimes against the 
United States,’ and read the following passage: 


“4nd beit further enacgd, Thatifany person shall write, 
print, utter, or publish, or shall cause or procure to be wriuten, 
priated, uttered, or pudlished, or shail knowingiy or willingly 
assist or aid in writing, printing, uttering, or publishing any 
any fa'se, s‘andalous, an | malicious wiiting or writings against 
the Government ofthe United States, or either House of the Con- 
gress of the United States, or the President of the United 
States, with intent to defame the said Government, or either 
House of the said Congress, or the said President, or to bring 
them, or either of them, into contempt or disrepute, or to ex- 
cite against them, or either or any of them, the hatred of the 
good people of the United States, &c. shall be punished by a 
fine not exceeding two thonsand doliars, and by imprisonment 
not exceeding two years.”—Act approved l4th July, 1793, 
vol. 3, chap. 91, page 93, sect. 2. 

There was another jaw passed at the same time, 
the same in principle as tins ukase. He would call 
aitention to this passage from it: 

“ Be it enacted, &c. That it shall be lawful for the Presi- 
dent of the United S:ates, at any time during the continuance 
of this act, to order all such aliens as he shall judge dangerous 
to the peace and safety of the United States, or shall have rea- 
s)nable grounds to suspect are concerned in any treasonable or 
secret machinations against the Government thereof, to depart 
out of the territory of the United States, within such time as 
eha'! be expressed in such order.” 

And again: 

“ And in case any alien so ordered to depart shall be found 
a’ large within the United States after the time limited in such 
ovder tor his departure, and not having obtained a license rom 
the President to reside therein, or, having ob:ained such license, 
shall not have conformed thereto, every such alien shall, oa con- 
viction thereof, be imprisoned for a term not exceeding three 
years, and shall never after be adinitted to become a citizen of 
the United States,” &c. (Vol. 3. chap. 75, page 66, sec. 1; act 
approved 25th June, 1798.) 2 

it will be perceived that the President of the 
United States, at any time during the continuance 
of tis act, shall have power to order ali such 
aliens, as he may ju“ge dangerous, to quit the 
country. Here his opivion makes the offence and 
he is constituted judge andjury iotry it. This, of 
all the usurpations of the Federaliss of °98, had 
alwaysappeared to him (Mr. icRoperts) the most 
odious and despotic. ‘The Emperor Nicholas of 
Russia does not possess such despotic power. It 
was fortunate for a latge portion of the citizens of 
some districts in the Siate which he (Mr. McRo- 
BeRTS) had the honor to represen!, who are not yet 
naturalized, that this ect was not in force at the late 
el cion for President, fr, és they are almoit all 
voters on the Democratic side, they migh', now that 
proscription is running so high, be on their route 
to Canada, or perbaps New South Wales, for hav- 
ing dared to exercise their mgh's as freemen. Even 
the noble sons of trin, who, ic a man, happentote 
Democrats, would be banished under this act from 
tie homes they had selected in the State which 
they had sought as an asylum of the oppressed. 
The framers of the Cons‘ivution of that State 
had argued thus: No pover is conferred upon the 
G:cecal Government to regulate the right of votin; . 
The power to pass naturalization Jaws, does not 
necessarily include it. Congress has never at- 
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temp:ed by avy law to prescribe who should, or 
who should not v te. The whole subject has been 
left entirely to the States. Who elecied the first 
President? Not persons who had been naturalized 
under the laws of Congress; but the electors 
whom the States had authorized to vote. The 
framers of the Constitution of that Siate therefore 
held that they had the power to regulate the elec- 
tive franchise,and to permit aliens to vole upon 
ihe terms imposed in the Constitution. 

{tlere Mr. McRopenrs refcrred to a pamphlet 
he had recently received from some Native Ame- 
rican Society, containing strictures on the alien po- 
pulation of his State; and, adverting to the large 
portion of the English, who went with the Whigs, 
and formed a counterpoise against the Irish and 
Germans, who went with the Demccrats, urged that 
the present Administration would gain nothing by 
the crusade of Native American Societies in Iili- 
nois; and ‘hen, reverting to the Alien and Sedition 
laws, continued } 

‘The power of the Federalists in ‘98 bad passed 
these two acts, but that very abuse of power was 
the cause of that party being hurled with popular 
indignation from their high places. And the judg- 
ment of the country now stands recorded on then 
in the recent act passed in Congress, to refund to 
the heirs of Matthew Lyon the unjust and iniqui- 
tous fine inflected on him under those laws. Cuom- 
pare the Ac's of 93 with the ukase of the present 
Sceretary of State, and they wi!l be found hamane 
and just in contrast with it. Both of the acts of 
98 give the right to the accused of being furni-he4 
with copies of tie charges against them. They 
were tohave a fair trial by jury, in a public court 
of justice. And, above all, thry were allowed to 
plead the truth in justification. 

Mr. McRoseats here suspended his remarks, 
on an intimation from the Chair that the hoar for 
the transaction of mornivg business had termi- 
nated. 

‘The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the speciai order— 

FISCAL BANK OF TUE UNITED STATES. 

The bill to incorporate the subscribers to the Fis- 
cal Bank of the United S:ates, being the special or- 
der of the day, was taken up; and the first section 
of the biil having been read— 

Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate at length in ex- 
planation ofthe various provisions of the bil, and 
the reasons for them. He concluded with exhort- 
ing the friends of the institution not to sacrifice it 
on account of differences in opinion as to the de- 
tails. He alluded tothe many propositions before 
the pablic re.pecting a National Sank, and said 
that these diverse and conflcting views fernished 
an addiiona!l motive for the prompt seitlement of 
the question. He firmly believed that a large por- 
tion of the peopie of this country were in favor ot 
the establishment of a United Siates Bank. Toat 
this feeling was net confined to the Whig party, 
but went far beyond it. That a large number o' 
the opposition pariy were openly in favor of a 
Bank, and a still greater portion privaikly enter- 
la‘ned the same opinion. 

Mr CALHOUWN said he had heard with atten- 
tion the very elaborate statement made by the Se- 
vator from Kentucky, and he now rose to move 
that the further consideration of the bil should be 
pcstponed until te-morrow. The Senator from 
Keniucky had explained the priucip'es of his bill 
with great fairness, and had so ably gone over the 
main argumenis in iis support as to call for delibe- 
ration ia examining thei; and, he (Mr. Catnoun) 
hoped there won'd be no objection raised to his 
moiion of postponewent. It was due in fairness 
te this side, to be allowed time to investigate the 
details of the bill. This was the object of bis mo- 
tion. He disclaimed any intention of making it 
for any purpose of unnecessary delay. 

Before he sat down he woald say a few words in 
relation to ‘he assumption that there isa large majorie 
ty of the people of the Uniied States in favor of a 
Usited Siates Bank. Tae Senator irom Kentucky 
says that in this maj rity, more than the Whig 

party are iacluded. [f it is meant by this, that the 
Whig party, and a large portion of the Democratic 
party are in favor of a United States Bank, he 
(Mr. Catnoun) could assure the Senator from 
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Kentucky that, in his opinion, se far from that be- 
ing the cave, the reverse was the fact. He be- 
lieved the sentiments of the South were against 
the establishment of any bank of the kind. He 
believed there was a very large majority in that 
section Opposed to a United Siates Bank, and 48 to 
the Wing jarty itself being anited on it, he be- 
heved the Senator was mistaken. 

This feeling was not confined to the South, as 
might be seen by referriog to the Boston Courier, 
an old and respectable organ of the Federal party, 
in which very strong doubis were expressed of the 
propriety or expediency of the very measure now 
brought forward. Indeed, it was notorious that, in 
the Whig pariy, numbers were found of opinion 
that this Was not a proper time to pass a measure 
of this nature. 

But the Senator from Kentucky had alluded to 
the great number of projects fora Fiscal Agent 
presented for his consideration, and he had also’ 
been favored with several of those plans. Now, 
what does this prove? The Senator had given it as 
an aldivonal reason for prompt action. But does 
it Hot most conclusively prove that the present 
banking s;stem had utterly fatled in the estimation 
of the public; and that, if a new Bank 1s to be es- 
tablished, it must be on entirely different principles 
from that proposed? Was it not a warning to pro- 
ceed with caution and deliberation, insiead of the 
precipitancy recommended by the Senator? He 
concluted by moving that the further consideration 
of the bill be postponed until te-morrow. 

Mr. CLAY <aid he hoped the proposition to 
postpone would not be assented to, 

Mr. MANGUM controverted the proposition 
that the party in javor of the Bank was not greater 
than the Whig party proper. And as to the South, 
though he was not authorized to speak for any 
other Siate than his own, yet, so far as North Caro- 
lina was coacerncd, he wa: fally justified in saying 
that, of the Whigs of that Siate, not one cut of five 
thousand bat what was in faver of a Bank; and he 
Was informed, op goed authority, that at least one- 
half the Opposition party entained the same senti- 
meuts. His collearue, (Mr. Grauam) however, 
had enjoyed a much better oppertunity of ascertain- 
ing the sentiments of the people of his State, par- 
ticularly the western portion of it, and ke would 
respectially call on him to give this information to 
the Senate. 

Mr. GRAHAM said he had nothing further 
to say than to corroborate fully the statement of 
his colleague. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he hed been informed by 
a citizen of Norih Carolma, o: the highest respec- 
tab:lity, now in the Senate chamber, whose oppor- 
tunities fer ascertaining public sen'iment were am- 
ple, that his impressions were the very opposite to 
ihe statemen’'s just wad-. 

Mr. GRAHAM then went somewhatin detail 
in corroboration of his former remarks. 

The question then recurring to the proposition 
the farther consideration of the bill watil to- 
morrow, 

Mr. CLAY said that it was the general under- 
standing yesterday, that the bill should be proceed- 
ed with to-day, and he could not consent to its 
further postronement. 

Mr. CALHOUN said, he believed the intention 
was to proce:d through the bi!l section by section. 
The Sena'or from Keatucky, this morning, instead 
of confining bimeelf to the first section, had given 
his views on all the sections at large, and had 
urged with great force tie most prominent ef his 
arguments in favor of the b.ll generally. He 
hoped the Senetor would give time to reflect opon 
the views he bad thus presented, and allow those 
who were opposed to it, a fair opportunity of ex- 
amining iis detaiiz. If it was postponed until to- 
morrow, the Senate wou'd be much hetter prepared 
to preceed with considering the bill as first 10- 
tended, section by section. 

Mr. CLAY said, it was attributing too much to 
the remarks made by him to ask for a postpone- 
ment on account of the effect produced by them. 
Had he imagined such a thing, he would not 
have made them. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that the bill was not 
printed and published till this morning. There cer- 
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tainly had not been time, since it was laid on the 
tables of Senators, to bestow that care on its peru- 
sal which was requisite. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky could not surely expect that the general 
features of his report would be taken for the sec- 
tions in detail of the bill itself. Material changes 
had taken place in the form in which the bill was 
now presented. Al! this rendered it Lecessary to 
obtain time for examination, and he therefore 
hoped the Senator from Kentucky would not per- 
sist in his refusal to give time till to-worrow. 

Mr. CLAY sai.j the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury had been printed for upwards of a 
week, and the bill reported by the Secretary accom- 
panying it, had been also on their tables for the 
same Lime. 

Mr. CALHOUN said the Secretary of the Trea- 

sury had no power to :eporta bill; he could only 
submit a projet. 
* Mr. CLAY said he was aware of that; but did 
the Senator forget that the Senator from New 
Hampshire had made an elaborate argument in 
opposition to the bill of the Secretary? 

Mr. BUCHANAN would appeal to the Senator 
from Kentucky to withdraw his opposition to the 
postponement; and reminded him how frequently 
the courtesy of the Senate had been exten:ed to 
him and his friends when they were in the mino- 
rity. 

Mr. CLAY aaid he conld not consent: he would 
not consent. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said if there was any object 
like that of delaying the bill, the Senator from 
Kentucky would be justified “in putting the screws,” 
but there was no such object. The fact was, that 
the Senator, in explaining he bill, had discus+ed 
some of the most important principies ever con- 
nected with the banking sy: tem in the country, and 
he hoped, as the Senator had taken his stand 
against the postponement, he would content bim- 
self with simply voting against it. 

Mr. KING ot Alabama said that doring his long 
experience of the practice of the Senate, he had ne- 
ver seen any thing like the course which was now 
taken. A long, complicated bill, proposing a mea- 
sure of the greatest importance, was aid upon the 
tables of Senators but the day before, and they 
were to be driven into the discussion of it, without 
having av opportunity to examine its scope, much 
less its details. He appealed to the liberal among 
those to whom he was opposed, to set their face 
against suci: procedure. 

Mr. CLAY still refusing, 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Then! hope that a majority 
of the Senaie will consent to a request so reascnable. 

The question being taken on the jpostponement, 
the Cuair said it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. CLAY. Divide! Mr. President, | ask for 
the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and the ques. | 


tion being taken, the proposition to posipone was 
agreed to—yeas 35, nays 13, as follows: 

YEAS—Mes:rs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bates, 
Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of 
Ala. Clayton, Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, Hun- 
tingion, Ker, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Sevier, Smith, of Con. Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Wa'ker, Whi'e, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
and Young—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Berrien, Choate, Clay of Ky. 
Evans, Graham, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, and 
Woodbridge—13. 

The bill appropriating $25 000 fer the relief of 
the widow of General William Henry Harrison, 
was taken up as in committee of the whole. 

After some explanatory remarks by Mr. Bay- 
ARD, in reply to an inquiry by Mr. Youna, 

Mr. BENTON said he was opposed to this bill— 
opposed to it on high constitutional grounds, and 
upon grounds of high national policy—and could 
not suffer it to be carried through the Senate with- 
out making the resistance to it which ought to be 
made against a new, dangerous, and unconstitu- 
tional measure. 

It was a bill to make a grant of money—twenty- 
five thousand dollars—out of the common Trea- 
sury to the widow of a gentleman who had died in 
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a civil office, that of President of the United States; 
and was the commencement of that system of civil 
pensions and support for families which, in the 
language of Mr. Jefferson, has divided England, 
and other Eviopean countries into two classes— 
the tax payers and the tax consumers—and which 
sends the laboring man supperless to bed. 

itis a new case—the first of the kind upon our 
statuie book—and should have been accompanied 
dy areport from a commitiee, or preceded by a 
preamble to the bi!!, or interjecied with a declara- 
tion, showing the reason for which this grant is 
made. Itis a new case, and should have carried 
its jastification along with it. But nothing of this 
is dope. Toere is no report from a committee— 
trom the two committees in fact—which sat vpon 
the case. There is no preamble to il, setting forth 
the reason for the grant. There is no deciaration in 
the body of the bill, showing the reason why this 
money is voted to this Jady. It is simply a bill 
granting to Mrs. Harrison, widow of William H. 
Harrison, late President of the United States, the 
sum of $25,000. Now, all this is wrong, and con- 
trary to par iamentary practice. Reason tells us 
there should be a report from a comuittee in such 
acase. In fact, we have reports every day in 
every cate, no matter hvw inconsiderable, which 
even pays a small sai of money to an individual. 
Itis our daily practice, and yet two committees 
have shrank from ‘hat practice in this new and 
important case. They would not make a report, 
though urged to do it. I speak advisediy, for I 
was of the committee, aad koow what was done. 
No report could be obiained; and why? because it 
was difficult, if not impossible, for any committee 
to agree upon a reason which would satisfy the 
Constitution, and satisfy public policy, for making 
this grant. Gentlemen could agree to give the 
money—they could agree to vole—but they could 
notagree wpon the reason which was to be leit 
upon the record as a justificatiun for the gitt and 
aud the vote. Being no report, the necessily be- 
came apparent for a preamb!c; but we have none 
ofthat. And, worse than all, in the absence of re- 
port and preamble, the bill itself is silent on the 
motive of the grant. It does not contain ihe usval 
clause in money bills to individuals, stating, ina 
few words, for what reason the grant cr payment is 
made. Ali this is wrong; and I poit it out now, 
bo.h as an argument against the bill, and as a rea- 
son for having it recommitied, and returned with a 
report, or a preamble, or a deciaratory clause. 

We were toid at the last session that a new set of 
books were to be opencd—-that the new Adminis 
tration would close up ihe old books, and open 
new ones; and truly we find it to be the case. 
New books of all kinds are opened, as foreign to 
the Constitution and policy of the country, as they 
are to the former practice of the Government, and 
io the late professions of these new patriots. Many 
new books are opened, some by Executive and some 
by Legislative authoriiy; and amosg them 1s_ this 
porientous volume of civil pensions, 2nd national 
reco mpenses, for the support of families. Mblitary 
pensions we have always bac, and they are iound- 
ed upon a principle which the mind can under- 
siand, the tongue can tell, the Constitution can re- 
cognise, and public policy canaprrove. They are 
founded upon the principle of pers na! danger and 
suffering in the cause of the country—upon the 
loss of life or limb in war. This is reasonable. 
The man who goes forth, in his country’s cause, 
to be shot at for seven collars a month, or for 
foriy dollars a month,or even for one or two 
hundred, and gets his head or his limbs knocked 
off, is ina very different case from him who serves the 
same country at a desk or a table, with a quillora 
book in bis hand, who may quit his place when he 
sees the enemy coming, and has no occasion to 
die except in his tranquil and peacefal bed. The case 


of the two classes is wholly cifferent, and thus far 


the laws of our country have recognised and 
maintained the difference. Military pensions have 
been granted from the foundation of the Govern- 
ment—civ | pensions, never; and now, for the first 
time, the attempt is to be made to grant them. A 
grant of money is to be made to the widow of a 
gentieman who has not been in the army for near 
thirty years—who has, siace that time, been much 






employed in civil service, and has lately died in g 
civil office. A pension, or a grant of a gross sum 
of money, under such circumstances, is a new pro. 
ceeding undér our Government, and which finds 
no warrant in the Constitution, and is utterly eon. 
demned by high considerations of public policy. 

The Federal Constitation differs in its mature— 
and differs fundamentally from those of the States. 
The States, being origina! sovereignties, may do 
what they are not prohibited from doing; the Fe. 
deral Government, being derivative, and carved 
out of the States, is like a corporation, the creature 
of the act which creates it, and can only do what 
it can show a grant for doing. Now the moneyed 
power of the Federal Government is contained jn 

ea.grant from the States, and that grant authorizes 
money to be raised either by loans, duties or taxes, 
for the purpose of paying the debts, supporting the 
Government, and providing for the common de- 
fence of the Union. These are the objecis to 
which money may be applhed, and this grant to 
Mrs. Harrison can come within neither of them. 

But, gentleman say this is no pension—it is not 
an annual payment, but a payment in hand. | 
say SO, too, and that ii isso much the more objec- 
tionable on that account. A pension must have 
some rule to go by—so much a month—and gene- 
rally a sma}! sum, the highest on our pension roll 
being thirty dollars—-and it terminates in a reason- 
able time, usually five years, and at most for life. 
A pension granted to Mrs. Harrison on this prin- 
ciple, could amount to no creat sum—to a mere 
fraction, at most, of these twenty-five thousand 
dollars, It is not a pension, then, but a gift—a 
gratuity—a large present—a naticnal recompense; 
and the more objectionable for being so. Ne.ther 
our Constitution, nor the genius ef our Govern- 
ment admits of such benetactions. National re- 
compenses are high rewards, and require express 
powers to grant them in every limited Government. 
The French Consu'a: Constitution of the year 
1799, authorized such recomsenses; ours does not, 
and it has not yet been attempted even in military 
cases. We have not yet voted a fortune to an 
officer’s or a soldier’s family, to lift them from po- 
verty to wealth. These recompenses are worse 
than pensions: they are equaily unfounded in the 
Coastiiution, more incapable of being governed by 
any role, and more susceptible of ¢: eat and dange- 
rous abuse. We have norule to go by in tixing 
the amount. Every one goes by fceling—by his 
personal or political feeling—or by © ery got up at 
home, and sent here to act pon hia. Hence the 
diversity of the opinions as to the prcper sum to be 
given. Some gentlemen are for ihe amount in the 
bil!; some are for double that amount; and some 
aie for nothing: This diversity itself is an argu- 
ment against the measure. It shows thatit has nr» 
natural fouandation—nothing to rest upon—nothing 
io go by: no rule, no measure, no standard, by 
which to compute or ‘compare it. It is all guess 
work—the work of the passions or policy—of fac- 
tion or of par'y. 

By our Constitution, the persons who fill offices 
are to receive a compensation for ineir services; 
and, in many cases, this compensation is neither to 
be increased nor diminished during the period for 
which the person shall have been eleeted; and in 
some there is a prohibition against receiving pre- 
sents either from foreign States, or from the United 
States, or from the States of the Union. The of- 
fice of President comes under al! these restric- 
tions, and shows how jealons the framers of the 
Constitution were of any moneyed influence being 
brought to bear upon the Chief Magistrate of the 
Union. All these limitations are fur obvious and 
wise reasons. The President’s salary is not to be di- 
minished during the time for which he was elecied, 
lest his enemies, if they get the upper hand of him 
in Congress, should deprive him of his support, 
and starve him out of office. It is nct to be in- 
creased, lest his friends, if they get the upper hand, 
should enrich him at the publicexpense; and he isnot 
to receive “any other emolument,” lest the provision 
against an increase of salary should be evaded by 
the grantof gross sums. These are the constilu- 
tional provisions; but to what effect are they if the 
sums can be granted to the officer’s family which 
cannot be granted to himself7—if his widow—his 
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wife—his children can receive what he cannot? In 
this case, the term for which General Harrison was 
elected, is not out. It has not expired; and Con- 

ress cannottouch his salary or bestow upon him 
or his, any emolument without a breach of the 
Constiiution. 

Itisin vain to look to general clauses of the 
Consutution. Besides the general spirit of the 
instrument, there is a specificclause upon the sub- 
ject of the President’s salary and emoluments. It 
furbids to him any compensation, except at stated 
times, for services rendered; it iorbids increase or 
diminution; and it forbids all emolument. To 
give salary or emolument to his family, ts a mere 
evasion of this clause. His family is hunself—so 
far as property is concerned, a man’s family is 
himself. And many persons would prefer to have 
money or property conveyed to his family, or some 
member of it, because it would then receive the 
destination which his will would give it, end 
would be free from the claims or coutingencies to 
which his his own property—that in bis own name 
—would be subject. 

There is nothing in the Constitution to warrant 
this proceeding, and there is much init to condemn 
it. It is condemned by all the clauses which re- 
jateto the levy and the application of money; 
and it is specially condemned by the precise clause 
which regulates the compensation of the President, 
and which clause would control any other part of 
the Constitution which might come in conflict with 
it. 

Condemned upon the constitutional test, how 
stands this bill on the question of policy and expe- 
diency?' It is condemned—utterly condemned, 
aod reprobated upon that tesi! 

The view which I have already presented of the 
difference between military and naval services, 
(and I always include the naval when I speak of 
the milttary,) shows that the former are proper 
subjecis for pensions—the latter not. The very 
nature of the service makes the difference. Dif- 
fering in principle, as the military and civil pen- 
sions do, they differ quite as much when you come 
to details, and undertake to administer the two 
classes of rewards. The military has something 
to go by—some limit to it—and provides for classes 
of individuals—not for families or for indivi- 
duals—one by one. Though subject to great 
abuse, yel the military peasions have some limit— 
some boundary——to their amount placed upon them. 
They are limited at least to the amount of armies, 
and the number of wars. Our armies are small, and 
our wars few, and far between. We have had but 
two with acivilized power in sixty years, Oar 
navy, also, is limiied; and compared to the mass 
of the population, the army and navy musi be al- 
ways small. Confised to their proper subjects, 
and military and naval pensions have limits and 
boundaries which confine them within some 
bounds; and then the law is the same for all per- 
sons of the same rank. The military and naval 
peosioners are not provided for individually, and 
therefore do not become a subject of favcritism, 
of party, or of faction. Not so with civil pensions. 
There is no limit upon them. They may apply to 
the family of every person civilly employed—that 
is to almost every body—and this without inter- 
mission of time; for civil services go on in peace 
aod war, and the claims for thém will be eternal 
whes once began. Then again civil pensions and 
grants of money are given individually, and not 
by classes, and every case is governed by the feel- 
ing of the moment, and the predominance of the 
party to which the individual beionged. Every 
case is the sport of party, of faction, of favorit- 
ism, and of feelings excited and got up for the oc- 
casion. Thus it is in England, and thus it will be 
here. The English civil pension list is dreadful, 
both for the amount paid, and the nature of the 
Services rewarded; but it required centuries for 
England to ripen ber system. Are we to begin it 

in the first half century of our existence? 

Mr. B. said he meant to exemplify the evils of 
this system of civil pensions, by showing what it 
had produced in Eogland—that country from which 
We are so prompt to follow all that is bad, and so 
slow to foilow the little that isgood. He hada 
volume of the English pension and place list in 
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his hand, from which he proposed to read a few 
items, by way.of showing the working of the sys- 
tem, and the point to which it had arrived in Eng- 
land, and to which ii must arrive here, if we ouce 
g@ into the fetal business of providing for families 
out of the public Treasury. Tne form which that 
abuse takes is threefold: 1st. The creation of unne- 
cessary offices, with inordinate salaries, for the 
mere purpose of giving support io the incumbent. 
Qdly. Grants of money or property, in gross sums, 
out of the Treasury, to hitthem from poverty to 
wealih. 3ily. Annual pensions from generation 
to generation, to enable them to live on the labor 
of the community, instead of theirown. Of each 
of these three species of abuses, the English civil 
pension list afforded th: most abundant specimens; 
and he would read a few of them by way of sam- 
ple. The sums were always sta'ed in pounds ster- 
ling, which were readily converted into our cur- 
rency by multiplying by five. Im reading the in- 
stances, Mr. B. said he should take the names 
which were best known in this country, by which 
the Senate would the better understand the nature 
of the services which were rewared. 

Mr. B. then began with the Cockburns, premising 
that the list only contained the names of hose who 
were now alive, and upon it. Those who weie 
dead, or whose pensions had expired, were not 
included. All the payments which he should read 
were annual: 


Admiral Sir Geo. Cockburn - - £1,630 
H. Coc zburn, esq Sol Genl. Scotland - 2,000 
A. Cockburn, esq. late Minister io Wurtem- 

burg - - - - - 1,700 
The ladies Fanny, Mary, and Harriet 

Cockburn, each - - - 100 
Mrs. Marianne Cockburn - . 115 
Mrs. Augusia Cockburn - - - 200 
Mrs. Mary Cockburn, (from 1825,) . 630 


Here isa list of nine Cockbuins, of which six 
are ladies, and whose anuoal pensions and salaries 
from the Government are near £7,000 sterling, or 
$35,000. Or the ladies provided for, one of them, 


Mrs. Augusia, is rewarded for being the mother of 


the rest. The book says she was of a noble 
family, and feilin Jove with her husband, who 
was either a merchant, or held an office in the 
India-house; and to reconcile hr family to this 
marriage, he was made a baronet. Nine Cock- 
burns on the list; but this does not at all shew the 
number of the family provided for: many wembers 
of the family are also provided for under other 
names. For instance, at page 541 of the book 
we find six ladies bearing the name of Halifax, 
namely, Mrs. Gertrude, Charlotte, Marianne, 
Caroline, Catharine, and Elizabeth, the sum of 
£60 each, commencing in the year 1793. The 
title of ladies to live on the labor of the 
people of England is thus accounted for: They are 
the daughters of a bishop, and connected with the 
Cocksuans through the Littletons, 

Mr. B. next instanced the case of the Beres- 
fords, four of whom thus appeared on the place 
and civil pension list: 

Gen. W. C. Beresiord, Col. 16:h Foot, 
Same, as Governor of Jersey, - - 
Same, pension by actof Parliameat, - 2,000 
William Beresford, groom of the privy purse, 500 
H. B. Beresford, joint storekeeper, customs, 2,157 
J. C. Beresford, late joint storekeeper, cus- 

toms, - - - - 2,157 

Here, Sir, are £8,500 sterling, to four members 
of one tamily, making upwards of $40,000 per an- 
num. : 

Mr. B. then gave the cave of Mrs. Mary Rae, 
asa very strong and appropriate instance of the 
workings of this system. This lady is borne on 
the civil pension list at £660 s'criing per annum, 
equal to $3300 per annum, and commencing in 
the year 1830. The ground of this pension is the 
reimbursement of election expenses incurred by 
her husband in seeking a seat in Parliament to 
support the Wellington ministry, and for resigning 
an office to qualify himself to stand the election ; 
which he lost, and died. 

Mr. B. then produced the case of the Rodneys, 
one of them an English Admiral during our Revo- 
lation, and others, his connections and descend- 
ants; 


these 


- £1,132 
1,100 
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ord Rodney, the Admiral, hereditary 


pension ‘ £2,923 
Hon. John Rodney, Secretary at Ceylon. 3,200 
Hon. Wim. Rodney, Compirolier Army 

Accounts 700 


John, Jane, Ann, Sarah, and Catharine 
Roduey, pensions commencing in the 
year 1781, each, per annum ‘ 8s 
The Wellesley family was next referred to by 

Mr. B. and he began with— 


Tie Duke of Wellington, pensions - £8,926 
Same, Consta le of the Tower : 950 
Same, Colone! of Rifle Brigade ‘ 238 
Same, Colonei lst Regiment Foot Guards, 2,695 
Same, Lord Warden of Cinque ports ; 295 
Same, interest on grants of money from 

Parliament, say £1,000,000, at 34 per 

cent. . ° ° ° . 35,900 
Marquis Well.sley, pension : - 9,900 
Same, Lord Steward of the Household . 2,436 
Same, Remembrancer of Court of Exche- 

quer, Ireland, . . . 5,387 
Mrs. Charloiie Wellington ‘ 115 


Note.—The mother, the Marchioness Morning- 
ton,is dead,and her name dropt. In their own names, 
the Wellesteys hbeve about £50,000, equal to 
$250,000 peranoum. The bock states that about 
two millions sterling have gone to this family—ten 
millicns of dollars. 

Mr. B. mentioned the case of the Plunkets, a 
name which would be remembered as long as that 
ot Emmett, and that would be a long time. 

Lord Piunket, chancellor of Ireiand - £8,000 
Wa. Plunket, Esp. commissioner of excise, 1,200 
Hon. D. Plunket, (son of Lord P.) protho- 


notary, &c. - : - - 1,384 
Same examiner in Common Pleas, - 600 
Hon. John Plunket, assistant barrister, &c. 700 
Same, Crown counse!, Munster, - - 500 
Same, counsel to police, - - - 400 
Same, commissioner of inquiry, - - 1,300 
Hon. Patrick Planket, (son of Lord P.), as 

purse bearer to the Lord Chancejlo:, - 500 
Same, Secretary of Bankrupts, - - 550 
Same, counsel to chief remembrancer, - 450 
Same,Crown counsel, Leinster ercuit, - 400 


Here about six'een thousand pounds per annum 
($80,000) to the Piunkets, besices church livings, 
aud dignities, and relations under other names, 

Mr. B. here stated that he had only cited a few 
instances out of the volume which he held in his 
hand. Near one handred octavo pages are filled 
with the names of these civil pensioners and place- 
men and place-ladies, and any number of instances 
similar to those Il have read, may be found; 
but the introductory remarks present some views 
of the workings of this system, and the services 
for which they were granted, that the reading ofa 
lew paragraphs might be tolerated by the Senate. 
It would show that this abuse had gone the length 
in Eagland, of providing out of the public purse 
for those children, calied in law latin, nullius 
filius and nutlia filia, that is to say, son of nobody, 
and daughter otf nebody. Mr. B. then read: 

“After the Admiralty droits, the next constderable branch 
of revenue, at the dieposal of Ministers, was the 44 per centum 
Leeward Island duties. It is a tax iunposed on produce in the 
island of Barbadoes and Leeward Ielands. It was created by a 
colonia! law of Barbadoes near 200 years ago, and was to be ap- 
plied to the erecuron of public buildings in the island. On this 
fuad, producing about £50,000 per annum, being a tax on the 
produce of the island for alocal object, among others, suck as 
these: To the widow of Admiral Home, £500; the Countess of 
Mansfield, the mother of the anti-reforming Peer who made eo 
sioutasiand against the sec nd reading of the reform bill, 
£1,000 per annum; tha late General Crawford, of the Walche- 
ren expedition, had £1,200 a year out of thia fund during his 
liie. His services, moving a vote of thanks in Parliament to 
Ministers for that unfortuoate expedition, and being connected 
with the Duke of New Castle by marriage, he represented the 
Parliamentary interest of that nobleman, ahd bad eight votes to 

ive the Ministry on any occasion. The pension to 
ir. Edmund Burke of £2500 per aunum came, and comes 
out of this fund. He received it in his life tinie, his widow af- 
ter him, and it is now payable to the ‘executors of Mre. 
Burke. Lady Augustade Asneland received a pension of 
£1,292 from this fund till 1830. All we know of her Jadysbip 
is, that she was united to the Duke of Sussex, in Italy, by a 
sort of Gretna Green marriage, and afterwards repudiated in 
consequence of the royal marriage acts. Next follow the 
Misses Fi:z-Clarence, £2,500—the natural diughters of the 
King by Mrs. Jordan. Then theseven children of Lady Lucy 
Taylor, £139 each. Lady Hester Stanhope brings up the rear 
with a pension of £900; her title to the national eupport being 
founded in her relationship to the late Mr. Pitt, and to the as- 
tonishment she gives travellers by acting the Amazon, dressi 


in men’s attire, and living somewhere abou: Mount Sinai 7 
Tadmor, in the deserts of Arabia.” 
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Mr. B. said this was a specimen of the length to 
which the Lusiness of pfoviding for families had 
gone in Eogland; and, if commenced here, it wil! 
ran the same length. Faction, party, and favor:t- 
ism are the same every where, and no where rua 
to greater exces‘es than in republics. Masses of 
men wil! do what no man singly will do. Masses 
will give tens and bundieds of thousands where a 
single individual would have given but units. We 
Start here w.th giving twenty-five thousand dol ars, 
deducting the two thousand paid; and several are 
for doubling—seme for quadrupling—that sum. 
Bat, take it at $20,000, and it is a large sum to be 
presented toa lady to whom the Government owes 
nitacen'!! It is a large sum at any time, and es- 
pecialiy at the present time, when the distress 
orato;s have resumed their old ocenpation, aod 
utter their Jugubrious cries of national distress to 
cover their new projects of loans aod taxes, Loans 
and taxes are calied for with one breath, and the 
money in the Treasury is squandered with another; 
and a system of vational recompenses and civil 
pensions commences in the era of reform and eco- 
nomy, wih a grant of $25000 where not a cent 
is duc! and this brings me to the mo'ive, or 
reason, for this large donation. Gentlemen 
refuse ‘o commit themselves on the record; 
but they have reasons, and we have heard 
enough, here and elsewhere, to have a glimpse of 
what they are. First, poverty; as if that was any 
reason jor voling a fortune toa family, even if it 
was true! If it was a reason, one half of ihe com- 
munity might be packed upon the backs of the 
other. Most of our public men die poor; many of 
them use up their pajrimonial inheri ances in the 
public service; yct, unul now, the reparation of 
rained fortune has’ not been attempted cut of the 
public Treasury. Mv. Jefferson, tian to whom the 
cause of civil liber y Owes not more to any man who 
has lived in the tde of times, died poor—his chil- 
dren were sold out of bis home—and yet his Demo- 
cratic friends never thought of providing for his 
family out of the public putse. The same of Mr. 
Monroe; he spilt bis blood in the Revolution— 
wore out his ‘ife in the civil serviee—was sold out 
after his death —yet his Democratic friends voted 
him no gift from the Treasury. Poverty would 
not do, if it was true; but heve it is not true: the 
lady in question has a fine estate, and certainly has 
notapplied for this money. No petition of hers 
is here! No let'er, even, that we have heard of! 
So far as we know, she is ignorant of the proceed- 
ing! Certain it is, she has not applied for th’s grant, 
either on the score of poveriy or any thirg 
else. Next, election expen-es are mentioned ; 
bat that would seem to be a_ burlesque 
upon the character of our republican institations. 
Certainly no candidate for the Presidency ouzit lo 
eleciionerr for t—spend money for it—and if he 
did, the public Treasury caught not to. ind mnify 
him. Traveiling expenses coming on to the seat 
of Governuent are next mentioned; but these 
conld be buia ‘rifl’,even if the Presidentelect cam: 
at his own expense. But we kaew to the con- 
trary. We know that the contee\ is for the honor 
of bringing him; that conveyances and enteriain- 
ments are prepared; and thai friends dispute for 
precedence in the race of lifting and help ng along, 
and ministering to every want of the man who js 
$0 soon to be ibe dispenser of honor and fortune in 
he shape of office and contracts. Sach a man 
cannot travel at his own expense. Finally, the 
fice in the roof of the west wing of the North Bend 
maos'on has been mentioned; but Jacksen had the 
whole Herm:t>ge barnt co the ground when he was 
Presiden’, and would have scorned a ¢i't frum the 
public Treasury to rebuild it. Such are the rea- 
sons mentioned ia debate, or elsewhere, for this 
gtaut; Their futility is apparent on their face 
aod is proved by the unwillingness of gentlemen 
tu state them in a report, cr a preamb’e, or .n the 
body of the bill itsel’. 

The aid of precedent is invoked in this case, but 
in vain. lt has no precedent, but will form a dread- 
ful one. And here let me repeat the words of a 
wise man wiih respeci to these precedents. I speak 
of Mr. Macon, and of what 1 have often heard him 
say. lt was this: That there was no equality in 
the use of precedents; that good ones stood for 
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nothing, and the bad were followed; thatany pum- 
ber of decisions in favor of the Constitution fixed 
nothing in t's behalf, while one decision agaiast it 
was a precedent forever to be followed. These 
are the words of wisdom, aud would have a com- 
plete application in this case, if there had ev. r been 
one decision acains' the Constitation on this pein’; 
but there has yet been none. We have yet to set 
the example of committing this outage upon the 
Constitution, gvinz it this deadly wound in a new 
place. Oar Government has been in operation fifty- 
two years, and no civil penson, no national recom- 
pense, no grant of money out of the Federal Trea- 
sury, has been made as a present to a man or his 
family for civil services. That, of itself, is the 
decis:on of fifty-two years in favor of the Constitu- 
ton. A great many applications have been mate 
to Congress for gran's of money to distressed fami- 
lies, wroce hea!s had rendered service to the State; 
they have all been refused. These are so many 
deci-ious again in favor of the Consti'ution Bat 
they all stand fer nothing; and finding no decision 
in point to stand for a precedent in this case, the 
friends of the bill have recourse to those which are 
not snalogous, and press into the service those 
wh ch have no application to what we are now do- 
ing. At the head of these cazes so cited stands the 
act for the bene fii of Mrs. Brown, widow of Gene- 
ral Brown, which was passed by Congress in the 
year 1423, and gave to her the remainder of her 
husband’s pay for the year in which he died; that 
is to Say, about nine months’ pay. 

I was co'emporary with this case—know all 
about it—acted a partin it—bave its history in 
iny mind, as well as in the debates of the day— 
and can show that it has no analogy to the pre- 
Sent case, are was respectably opposed at the time 
as being without warrant from the Constitution— 
of evilexample—and would be quoted in after 
umes for even worse acts. I voted azainst it, and 
fo did many others, and among them these who 
were usually found standing as a body guard 
around the Constitution. Tre vole avainst the 
bill was: Messrs Bell, Benton, Branch, Chandler, 
Cobb, Dickerson, E'lis, Foot, King of Alahama, 
Macon, Noble, Parris, Taz:well, Tyler, White, 
and Williams. We were sixteen whe stood to: 
gether on that occasion—a number nct large, but 
graced with some names which have weight with 
the country. This case of Mrs, Brown's is quoted 
as a precedent for Mrs. Harrison’s bill; but most 
unjustly. It is a military and not a civil case. 
Her husband died in the army, and the reporter of 
the bi'l (General Harrison) produced the state- 
ments: f the Surgeon General of the army, (Dr. 
Lovell,) andof another physician, (Dr Hender- 
son,) to prove that Gen«ra! Brown cied in conse- 
quence of a disease contracted in the public ser- 
vice, and was to be classed with thove who 
were killed ia the line of their duty.- “Jt will 
be seen (said General Harrison) that the Sur- 
geon General asseris that, if General Brown had 
lived, and had retired fiom the army, he would have 
givenhima certificate for a full pension under the 
existing Luws of the country.” This was the argu- 
ment o' General Harrison, and in conformity to it, 
he propos:d a preamble to the bi'l in these words: 
** Whereas the late Major General Browa died in con- 
sequence of ind’sposiiion, contracted in the service of 
the United States,” §c. and another member of 
the Senite, now a Senctor, [Wir. Berwen,] 
offered an amendment to the body of the 
bill, declaring the rea-ons for the grant in these 
word-: ‘Whose death is supposed to have been caused 
by disease, contracte! while in the serviee of ithe 
United States on the Niagara frontier.” This pre- 
amble and this amendment were not adopted, for 
fear they would make precedents; and nov the act 
becomes afar more dangerous precedent without 
these clagses than it would have been with them. 

Such was the case of Mrs. Brown—a military 
case coming within the equity, as the friends of the 
measure argued, of the then existing pension laws, 
And this case is to be made a preerdent for Mrs. 
Harrison, whose case is a civil one, having 
nothing upon earth to do with pensions, and inca- 
pable of being assimilated in a solitary particular 
with the one to which it refers for justification! 
Such is preeeden'—such the folly—the danger of 
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construing our Constitution by precedents! The 
first instance is got upon one reason; the next upon 
another; and so on until all reasons are lost sight 
of—the Constitution itself is lost sight of—and the 
Legislature reigns supreme without a limit Upcn its 
power, or a guide to its acts! 

But, atthough to te made available asa prece- 
den: in this civil case, yet Congress has steadily re. 
fused to follow Mrs Brown's act ip military oes, 
Many similar applications have been made, and 
failed. The military committees of both Heu-es 
have reported against all such applications, and 
have been sustaned by the two Houses. Ever 
Mrs. Leavenworth, the widow of the brave and 
patriotic geneneral of that name, and Mrs. Thomp. 
son, the widow of the gallant and accomplished 
Col. Alexander Thompson, killed at Okeechovee; 
even these ladies, and anda host of cthers, have 
in vain applied on the strength of Mrs. B-own’s 
case They have a'l been refused. Every retusa! 
is a precedent in behalf of the Constitution; but al| 
these stand for nothing. Hundreds of decisions in 
favor of the Constitution are nothing, while one 
against it is fatal! So true is the wise remark of 
Na'haniel Macon! 

Thus precedent fai’s as completely as argument 
fails in this case. There is neither reason, Consti. 
tution, nor example for i!; yetit isto be pressed 
through acder cireumsiances which portead badly 
for future legislation—circumstane:s which wiil 
give to the family of any public man who chances 
to die in the public service claims upon his party, 
if predominant, for support and fortune out of the 
public purse. The example is contayious; and we 
must expect hereafter to see families packed upon 
the backs of the commenity without shame or 
stint—offices lavished uponall the kin of the illus- 
trious dead—pensions and fortunes voiel to those 
whose sex or age unfits them for office. 

What times we have fallen upon! What won- 
ders we witness! How strange are the scenes of 
the day! We have a President who has been the 
foremost in the defence of the Constitution, and in 
support of the rights of the States, whose walk has 
been on the outward wall of the Constitu‘ion, his 
post in the first line of its defenders, his scat on the 
topmost branches of the Democratic tree, I will 
not disparage this President by saying that he 
fought side by side with me in defence ef the Con- 
stitution and the States, and against the latitudina- 
rians. It would be to wrong him, to place him 
at my side. His position was far ahead, and 
far above mine. He was always in the ad- 
vance—on the lock-out—snuffing danger in 
the first tainted breez2, and making anii- 
cipated fizht against the lurking foe. Hard'y any 
thing was c n-titutional enough for him. Ths 
was buta few brief yezrs ago. New we see the 
measures brought! forward ia the first three morths 
of this Presitent’s administration, which leave all 
former unconstitutional measu'es far in the rear— 
which aid fraud and bridery to open violence, and 
aim more ceacly wounds at the Constitution than 
the previons fifty years of its existence had inflicted 
upon it. I know not the sentiments of the Presi- 
dent ia relation to these measures, and say nothing 
to affect or to reach him; but | know the measures 
themselves, their desperate chara: ters, and fatal bs- 
sues; and I am free to say, that if such things can 
pass—if they can survive the triple ordeal of the 
House, the Senate, and the vetc—‘hen there is an 
erd of all that our fathers contended for in the 
formation cof this Federal Government. To te 
sury, the machinery and seaffulding of the G- 
ve'nment woald st:!] continue. We should sull 
have Presidents, Congress § a jadiciary, an army,a 
uavy, the tax power,and tax gatherers, and tex 
consumers. But, if shech measures as these czn 
pass—a bill to lavish the pubiic lands in douceurs 
among the States, in order to suply their loss by 
loans and taxes; a contrivance 'o defraud the Coi- 
stitution, and bribe i's way through Congres, 
called a fiscal, id est, a Treasury Baal; the bili 
how before us to open the new book of civil pen- 
sions and family gratuities; the inquisitorial com- 
missions modelled upon the plan of Sir Rotert 
Walpoie’s committees of secrecy; the ex post facto 
edict for the creation of political offences, for ez 
parte trials, for the infringement of the liberty of 
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speech, for the encouragement of delators and 
the reward of informers: if such measures as these 
can pass, then do I say that all the guards and li- 
mitations upon our Government are broken down! 
that our limited Government is gone! anda new, 
wild, and boundless authority substitated in its 
place. The new triumvirate, Banx, Parrsipent, 
and Concress, will then be supreme. Fraud and 
corruption wiilrule. The Constitution wil! be co- 
vered with a black veil; and that derided and vio- 
lated instrument wi!l never be referred to excep! 
for the meck sanction of a fraudulent interpreta- 
tion, orthe insulting ceremony of a® derisory adja- 
raiion. 

Sir, I basten to my conclusion. Pereonally, I 
was friendly te General Harrison when his friends 
were scarce; and if | needed any fresh evidences of 
the kindness of his heart, | had theta in his twice 
mentioning to me during the short period cf his 
Presidency, what, surely, | should never have 
mentioned to him, the circumstance of this fricnd- 
ship to him when his friends were scarce. 1 wou'd 
gladiy now do what should be kind and respectful 
to his memory—what sh-vid be liberal and bene- 
ficial to his most respeciable widow; but, vote for 
this bil! that Leannot do. High considerations 
of constitutional law and public poticy ferbid me 
to de so, and command me to make this resistance 
to i', that a mark may be made—a stone set up—at 
the place where thi new violence was done to the 
Constitution—this new book opened in our public 
expenditures—and this new departure taken, which 
Jeads into the bottomless gulf of civil pensions and 
family gratuities. 

Mr. B. then made his motion in form, to recom- 
mit the bili with instructions to the committee to 
make a report showing the grounds and reasons on 
which it was founded 

Mr. CALHOUN said he well understocd the geni- 
us of this Government, and he believed no Goverr- 
menton earth leaned more than itdid towards a!! the 
corruptions of an enormous pension list. Not even 
the aristocratic Goverament of Great Britain has 
a stronger tendency to it than this Government. 
This is no new thing. It was foreseen from the 
beginning, and the great struggle then was, to 
keep out the entering wedge. He recollected very 
well, when he was at the head of the War De- 
partment, and the militsry pension bill passed, 
that while it was under debate, it was urged as a 
very smail matter—only an appropriation of 
something like $150,000 to poor and meritorious 
soldiers of the Revolution, who would not long 
remain a burden on the Treasury. Small as the 
sum was, andindisputab'e as were the merits of 
the claimants, it was with great difficulty the bili 
pased. Why was this cifficulty—this hesitation 
on such an apparenily irresistitle claim? Be- 
cause it was wisely argued, and with a spirit oi 
propheey since fulfilled, that it would prove an en- 
tering wedge, which, once admitie! ,would, soon 
rend the pillarof Democrscy. Aud what has been 
the result of that trifling gran? Itis to be found 
in the enormous pension list of this Government at 
the present day. 

Referring to the bill now before the Senate; if 
it be admitted that it is an allowance for loss in 
the service of the public, where will be found the 
stopping point? Is there any just reason why hun- 
dreds of other claims on similar grounds shall 
rot be admitted? If it is an allowance made 
to reinstate money laid out in expenses, put it on 
that ground and Irt the data be furnished. What- 
ever ground it was based upun in the Commitiee, 
must have been stroug enough to authorize the ap- 
propriation: why, then, should there be any hesi- 
tation in declaring what.that groand wa:? In de- 
advocating the recommittal of this bill he was not 
actuated by any unkind feciing towards Gen. 
Harri-on, for he respected bim and believed he was 
a kind and good hearted man, who had few poli- 
tical opponen's that would be influenced to vote 
against this grant on personal grounds. He op 
posed it because it was contrary to the Consti'u- 
tion. What does the Constitution say? That the 
President of the United States shail receive no other 
allowance or emoluments than the salary appertain- 
ing to his office. Suppose General Harrison had 
gone through his Presidential term, and it was 











found kis salary was insufficient for his exdendi- 
tures, could Congress make up the deficiency? Or, 
suppose he had died immediately after the expira- 
tion of his term, could Congress make up the loss 
to his family? Certainly not; because the Consti- 
tution was acomple'e barrerto any such allow- 
ance. And what is there in the present ca-e that 
difers in prine’ple fom the e: supposed? 
Nothing, whatever; aod he trusted, therefore, that 
this bili never wou!d be allowed to pass. 

Mr. BAYARD said if the bill depended on the 
kind feelines of Senators, he had no doubt it would 
pass unanimonsly; but constitational objections 
were iuterposed which preven‘ed Senators from 
giving it their support. The Sena‘or from Mis- 
souri (Mr. Benton] has said the em ovittee ha: 
made no repcrt, because they had no grounds on 
which to base the bill. It gentlemen wished for 
reasons for this slight testimonial of a nations gra- 
titade, he wou'd refer them to the history of our 
country, which would furnish them abundantly. 
Vie Senator from Misseuri had quoted largely 
from the British pension list to show the great 
abuses which had there grown up on the pension 
lis'; bat this exly proves that these persons were re- 
warded for meritorious services, or were great fa- 
vorites. But the Senator is too good a dia!ectitian to 
argue from abu:es against the ves of a s\stem good 
in stself. Sena'ors had esked where the constitu- 
tional power was derived to make this grant of mo- 
ney, and ‘they argue on the supposition that the 
appropriating power isan emanation of the tazing 
power, This is all a mistake: they are separate 
and distinct, and totally independent of each other, 
By the 8th section of the Ist article of the Consti- 
tution, Congress are authorized to lay and collect 
laxes, duties, imp sts, and excises, to pay tae deb’s 
and provide for the common defence and general 
welfare of the United S’ates; this was the taxing 
power. By the second clause of section 3, ariicle 
4, Congress had power to dispose of the terri'ory or 
oiher property belonging !o the Unitet States. He 
contended that the power of appropriation was 
limited only by the exere'se of a sound disere tion. 
C -ngress was here for the purpore of making laws. 
To suppose them incapable of passing such a law 
as the present, was to suppose the law-making 
power subject to the laws. He quoted many in- 
stances where Congress had exercised a sound dis- 
cretion in making appr. priations for subjects in no 
way recornised in the Constitution, and instanced 
the appropriations for the ‘sufferers by the earth- 
quake at Caiaccas, that to Lafayette, and that to 
Mrs. Brown, widow of Maj Gea. Jacob Brown. 
These, ani the appropriations for military pensions, 
were all based on the same foundation, Mr. B 
then argued the propriety of making cood the ex- 
penses incurred by the late President in making 
arrangements for his removal to this cily, his post 
ages, and the horpitalities attendant on his post- 
tion. He trusted that Congress in this matter 
would not act on a mere calculatien of dollars and 
cenis, but in a menner worthy of themselves and 
the memory of him to whose family the benefits of 
this app:opriation were to enure. 

Mr. BATES said he too had an objeziion to the 
biili—not the objection suggested by the Senator 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Catnoun,] that there 
is no specification of the services of General Harri- 
son, and of the expenses of himself and family, for 
if a bill of particulars were on the table, he should 
scorn, upon this subject, to look into it; but he ob- 
jected to the contraciedness and insufficiency of the 
grant. General Harrison, having been called from 
the service of his country, he would have given to 
his widow at least half pav—tifty, imsteal of 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Mr. B. said, when the thought occurs to me 
what General Harrison was, and what he is, when 
I consider the bereft and desolate condition of his 
family, their hopes disappointed, their prospects so 
suddenly and so sadly changed, and then such 
hopes! such prospec!s! so elevated, so cheering, so 
glorious, if any thing among the shadows of earth 
can be called so! so totally overcast and forever! 
so high, and now so low! [ say, Mr. President, if I 
can do nothing to administer consolation, I will do 
all I can to afford relief, poor as that will be which 
this bill furnishes, 
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Bat Senators on the other side demand by what 
authority we make this grant?’ I will tell them. 1, 
for one, make it, in the first place, by the authority 
I find kere, (in the s} mpathies of my nature,) where 
the whole American people wil! find it—every 
man that has a heart ia him, aud where the Sena- 


tors will find a, they will bat consult them- 
selves. Inthe rext place, I Lod it inseribed on 
the ‘ame page where the Senator; found their au- 


thority for the grantofa year’s pay to the surviving 
family of the late General Brown; where they found 
their 2uthority at the las! of Congress fora 
grant to the surviviig (amily of the late Sergeant- 
at-Arms, Judge Haight; anit the House of Repre- 
sentatives fora grant ot the like kind epon the 
death of its officer, Mr. Cair. I fird it on the page 
where Congress found it when a grant of $20,000 
was made to feed, c’othe, and shelter the people of 
Alexandria, whom the ravages of fire had made 
houssless, homeless, and penmile:s. And [ find it 
also, in boid relief, written upon the page where 
you find authority to bury yourdead and to put up 
astone at thar graves, thattheir friends, sborld 
they ever vit your city, may find where you laid 
the bodies of those who were dear to thei; on the 
same page whcre the Sena‘e finds authority for the 
decent mourpine that encircles your arm and chair; 
the same page thatexcus;s the charge of rent to 
Mrs. Hariicon for the cccupaton of your White 
House the litle time she or her family remained 
ia it after her husband died. I find full authority, 
a'so, bot merely in the precedents of every year 
since the foundation of the Goveinment, bat in the 
2iariicle of the Cons itwtion—the article which 
requires that the United S:a‘es shali have a Presi- 
dent, and shall pay hit “a compensation for his 
services,’’ What that shll be in case he survives 
his term of office, the law has determined; but 
what it shall be in case be does not, is left for the 
disereuon and decision of Congress for the time 
when such a melancholy event shall happen. I 
shall vote for the bill, therefore, in the entire con- 
fi‘ence that I am sustained by the most uncoabted 
authority of ithe Constitution and tie law, as well 
as cheered by the approval of that which I value 
as much aseitier, and inthe full beliet that the 
State which has honored me with a seatin the 
Senate will feel itself disgraced if I do net. 

Mr. SMITEI of Connecticut, without eatering 
at large into the que:tion of right to make appro- 
priations as a reward for services done to the 
country, asked, if Congre-s possessed that righ', 
was this a case which called tor the special exer- 
cise of i:? He did not mean to say any thing in 
disparagement of General Harrison, being per- 
fectly willing to let the gentlemen on the opposite 
side enjoy all the gratification it afforded them to 
eulogize his memory. Bat bis widow is to be 
paid for his services as the civil oflicer of the Goe 
vernment; and he wes not aware of what other 
ground ths appropriation could be based upon; 
he wished itto specified what additon was to be 
made to the remuneration provided by law in ac- 
cordance with the Constitntion. He understocd 
that boundary bad already been passed; and that 
instead of the month’s salary due the late Presi- 
dent up to the tine of his death, the whole quar- 
ter’s salary, over six thousand dollars, had been 
paid 'o his representatives. No, is to an equiva- 
lent for actual services, if this appropriation of 
$25,000 is made in addition to what ha; been al- 
ready paid, an example, cr rather precedent, is 
given for paying the Chief Magis'rate of the Union, 
at the enormous rate of $372000 perannum for 
his services while in office. Was any such thing 
as this ever contemp'ated by the Cons'itution? Was 
it not expressly prohibitec? If bis representatives 
are toreceiv;: tht for his serviees during one 
month, what was to prevent Congress providing at 
the same rale fora quarjer er the whole year, had 
he lived so lonz? If it could be done fir one 
month, it could be done for any time. The qnes- 
tion may be asked, did General Harrison incura 
greater amount of expense than the sum already 
paid to his representatives? If the appropriation 
is placed on that ground, let it be so staid, and 
then the data could be approached. If it is placed 
onthe ground of sympathy instead cf that of ser- 
vices, let it be so understood, that inquiry may be 
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made concerning the sympathy due to the widows 
and orphans of many whose services to their coun- 
try were noless important, and whose claims are 
deserving of no less attention at the hands 
of Congress. If this was the ground of procedare, 
be could remind the Senator of many claims in the 
State of Conuecticut, which, for half a century, 
have been appealing in vain to the sympathy of 
Cengress. Need he mention the case of the noble, 
the brave, the patriotic Captain Hale, who was 
sent on a secret mission by General Washington, 
and captured as a spy by the British, who executed 
him on the spoi? And what was the dying exulta- 
tion of his proud American spirii? That “ne 
WISHED HE NAD ANOTHER LIFE TO SACRIFICE IN THE 
SBRVICE OF HIS BELOVED CountRY!’’ Where is the 
nation’s token of respect for the heroic aud noble 
patriotism which ab.mated his soul in the hour of 
trial?) Ina few years that patriot’s grave will not 
be known. Ii lies near ihe spot where the women 
of Connecticut contributed their under dresses to 
make wadding for the American caanon, in defence 
of their country, bui there was not even a common 
slab to mark ihe hero’s grave. 

Where is there any monument of national grati- 
tude to the memory of Silas Dean? He went ona 
secret mission for this country, before the deciara- 
tion of independence. His lite was at siake, and 
he sacrificed it in the service of his country—he 
died from grief and absolute starvation. Yet, 
though it has been since ascertained that $60,000 
were due to him by the Government from that ume 
to this, the sympathy of Congress has not been 
awakened to the just claims of his representatives. 

An appropriation of $25,000 is now asked, and 
for whom? For Mrs. Harrison—a woriby lady, no 
doubt—and that without any inquiry whether she 
stands in want of this assistance or‘not. If this in- 
quiry was made, he (Mr. Smits) understood it 
would be found she had a better property than ma- 
ny that are considered wealthy in the United 
States. Was not the sympathy of Congress more 
appropriately due to the widows and orphans of 
those who had equal claims, and who were lefi in 
poverty and destitution? 

Mr. CALHOUN asked to have any part of the 
Constitution pointed out in which there was au- 
thority for making such an appropriation as this. 
If the authority exists in the Constitution at all, it 
exists to a much greater extent than has yet been 
acted upon, and it is time to have the fact known. 
If the Constitution authorizes Congress to make 
such an appropriation as this for a Piesident of the 
United States, it surely authorizes it to make 
an appropriation of like nature for a Door-keeper 
of the Senate of the United States, or for any other 
officer of the Government. There can be no dis- 
tinction drawn. Pass this act, and the precedent 
is established for the family of every civil officer 
in the Government to be placed on the pension 
list. Is not this the consummation of the tendency 
so long combated? Bat the struggle is in vain— 
there is not, be would repeat, a Government on 
the face of the earth, in which there is sucha ten- 
dency io all the corruptions of an aristocratic pen- 
sion list as there is ia this. 

Is itan unreasonable request to ask the commit- 
tee fora specific report o: the grounds on which 
they have recommended tis appropriation? No; 
and the gentleman know it is not unreasonae 
ble; but they will oppose it not on that accoun); 
they will oppose it because they know such a re- 
port would defeat their bill. It conid not be sns- 
tained in the face of their own report. Not that 
there would be no ground assumed, bu! becaase 
those who now support the bill do so on grounds 
as different as any possibly can be; and, if the 
committee was fascned dowp to one ground, 
those who support the others would desert the 
standard. 

Mr. BAYARD replitd at some length, and ad- 
daced, in support of his argument, the donation to 
the Poles, the pension granted to ihe widows of the 
French sailors who were killed in the harbor of 
Toulon, the appropriation to the family of Gen. 
Brown, &c. 

Mr. WOODBURY said the case of Mrs. Brown, 
relict of General Brown, had been repeatedly re- 
ferred to; and, as his name stood recorded in favor 
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| of that grant, he thought it proper to explain why 
be voted for it, and why he now felt compelled to 
vole against the bill before the Senate. Theclaim 
of Mrs. Brown was for a military pension, or in 
the naiure of one. There was then no general 


| 
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, fund provided except in case of death by wounds 


in active service; but Congress, since that time, 
had extended generally the navy pension fund to 
widows of oflicers whose death occurred in time of 
peace. In Mrs. Brown’s case, he (Mr. W.) voted 
for the grant under the impression that it was a 


| Substitute for a military pension in an isolated case 





of great desiitution in the widow, and of great me- 
rit, 1f not death from actual service, in the distin- 
guished husband. 

If any gentieman would set forth by argument, 
orclear analogy, or coastitutional precept, any 
grounes ¢qually sound wpon which he (Mr. W.) 
could vote for this bill, he would do it with great 
cheerfulness. 

Itis not pretended that it is for a military pen- 
sion. Genera! Harrison, as President, was a civil 
officer. Nor is it pretended that his widow is in 
poverty, like Mrs. Brown. Washington died in 
both civil and military service, but his widow was 
not poor, and no application was ever made for a 
pension Or grant instead of it; and is General Har- 


| risou or his widow more meritorious? But General 


Brown was poor, and his widow was left destitute; 


| and therefore application was made, and a grant 


allowed, instead of a military peision. 

Tois was the first instance within bis (Mr, W’s) 
knowledge, of an application to pension a civil offi- 
cer being likely to succeed; and a dangerous inno- 
vation, he felt convinced, it would prove. Any 
civil officer, by the mere act of taking possession 
of his office for a month, ought to get his salary for 
a year, on the reasoning adopied by the Senator 
from Delaware, though only performing a month’s 
service. If that can be shown to be right, he (Mr. 
W.) would go for this, and all bills of the kind. 
Bat it must first be shown satisiactorily. 

If this lady was really poor, there would be 
some plea for sympathy, at least. But he could 
point to hundreds who have that claim, and not on 
account of civil, but military service, who yet have 
obtained no such grant, and never will. He could 
point to others in the civil service, who had gone 
to great expense in taking possession of office and 
then died, but no claim of this kind was encou- 
raged, though their widows were left in most ab- 
ject poverty. All analogy in civil cases was 


| against going beyond the death of the incumbent 


in allowing either salary or gratuity. He (Mr. 
W.) did not rise witha view of going into argu- 
ment on the merits of the bill, but merely to ex- 
plain why he could not vote for it as he had done 
for the bill to relieve the widow of General 
Brown. He feli entirely jusiified, both by prece- 
dent and analogy, in relation to ihe vote he had 
given for that billand the voce he should now give 


agaiost this bill. 


Mr. BERRIEN said the Senator from New 
Hampshire was under a misapprehension in relation 
to the grantto the widow of Geweral Brown, It 
had been presented to Congress by General Harri- 
son in the form of a pension bill, and was objected 
to; it was then presented in an amended form as 
au appropriation of the amount of one year’s com- 
pensation. On this ground the Senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Woopsury] had voted for the 
bill. There was no report on that bill, nor was 
there any preamble to it, nor specification of rea- 
sons fur making the grant. 

Mr. WOODBURY said the Senator from Geor- 
gia misiakes if he believes that he (Mr. W.) 
thought there was a preamble to the bill which 
passed for Mrs. Brown, saying, in so many words, 
it was for a pension. But he voted on that occa- 
sion from the impressions and for the reasons 
siaied, and others might have voted for different 
reasons. 

The obj ct of this reference was that their might 
not be the same uncertainty in futare as to the 
characier and giounds of a bii!, but that it might 
be in the power of every gentieman to explain ina 
distinct manner to his constituents what was the 
ground upon which his vote was given. If this 
bill had been iatroduced by a report or pream‘ie, 





| explaining the ground on which it was made,others 
| could hereafter obtain some clue to the reasons for 
| the present vote; but there is no pretence that this 
| isito be a military pension; on the contrary, it looks 
like the entering wedge to a sysiem of enormous 
civil pensions. He would again tell the gentlemen 
who advocate this bill that if they can turn te the 
Constitution and point out the principle or clause in 
it which is now about to be acted upon, and in 
| which the funds of the United States can be thus 
| given away for civil services that have already 
| been paid for, it will save much trouble and areu- 
ment. But there is none such. Some try to find 
their authority in one thing, some in anotner; ana 
the Senator irom Massachusetts finds his in his 
hear. It would be better, in cases of legislation, 
if it could be found in the Constitution. The 
heart is often a very good gaide in private life; but 
whether, in the civil aud political affairs of ihe 
world, people could get alony very well without 


| some other rule or without a fixed constitution, few 


can doubt. If they could, the Constitution had 
| better be burned, as it has often been very trou. 
_ blesome to some of the gentlemen now present, 
| and their political friends, woen Cumberland roads, 
Maysville tarnpikes, canals, Panama missions, and 
light houses in the skies, were under consideration. 
But now a new discovery by the Senator from 
Delaware had, it was to be supposed, removed all 
scruples on ail subjects, as we, ia his view, possess- 
ed uncontrolled authority to dispose of the proper- 
to of the United States, and hence, in our discre- 
tion, can app!v it to any object whatever. 

It is to be regretted that this notion had to re- 
ceive general sanction under the present Adminis- 
| tration, instead of being found out or invented ear- 
lier, so as to have saved all the volumes of consti- 

tutional doubts which have been written and 
spoken. It is quite a stride even beyond the gene- 
ral welfare. 

But enough of this for the present. Some gen- 
tlemen could discover no reasuns for the grant to 
the sufferers at Venezuela, ihat would not apply 
to this. The reasons offered by the Senator from 
South Carolina asto this case, were certainly plau- 
| sible. Our power, without doubt, being but as that 
ofour nation, and notof separate States, in our 
| foreign affairs, extended to much, as a nation, and 

in respect to other nations, which might be resirict- 
e' in the domestic relations with the Siates. 
Hence has been the endeavor to conduct an ex- 
| ploring expedition on enlarged princ'ples of inter- 
national enterprise and discovery. And how has 
it been in regard to our exploring expedition? Or 
in the case of the French pensions? If our ship 
| bad knocked down a house by accident while firing, 
would we not have had to pay for it} and why not 
as well for loss of life make reparation? So tn the 





|| Venzuela case, it might be jastified on international 


| courtesy and humanity, which would apply in our 
| united domestic powers and rights. Soin the case 
| of Alexandria, justified as within this District, and 
notaplicable out of it. Soin the caseof the 
| Poles, which was not an appropriation—it was a 
| Sale upon time—not a donation, for the land is to 
| be paid for at the minimum price. All this goes to 
show the expediency of cbtaining*reports of the 
| grounds upon which Congress is called upon to 
act. 

Mr. BERRIEN repeated inat the bill ia the case 
of General Brown’s widow was first rejected asa 
pension bill, and rejected on that account; and 
then reported as a mere grant, upon which ground 
it was passed. The idea is that this Government 
acts in its national capacity with foreigners; but 
he could see no reason why it should not act in the 

| Same capacity in relation to one of its own meri- 
torious citizens. He maintained, that in relation 
to the officers of this Government, Congress had as 
much power toac!, asin relation to the officers of the 
Revolution at home, or to apy person exterior of 
the country who had assisted them. He would in- 
| stance Lafayette and others. Any specification 
that could be iniroduced into this bill would not 
preclude persons who have claims from presenting 
and urging them on the attention of Congress. 
Mr. WOODBORY. As to the case of the officers 
of the Revolution, cited by the Senator, some gen- 
tlemen may have voted on those occasions, on the 
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ground be supposes. But the Revolutionary pen- 
sion bill was supported by him, (Mr. W.) as chair- 
man of the special committee in that case, on the 
round ot their being a debt due. He had seruti- 
nized the bills of mortality and annuily, published 
in both Europe and America, and became satis- 
fied that the calculation made for the hal{-pay of 
those officers was, by mistake, too small; not equal 
to their average term of life. A report accompa- 
nied the bill, and pat iton that ground as a perma- 
nentone, So did his (Mr. W’s) speech in favor 
of the bill. It will be found that the Dill for the 
relief of that class of officers was an act of justice 
to make up for an error. As a mere gratuity 
jtnever would have passed. On that ground it had 
failed to pass for twenty years, 

Mr. CALHOUN said, that his vote in the case 
of the Caraccas safferers had been alluded to in 
the course of the discussion. He would state the 
grounds upon which that vote was given, without 
intending to make a question at this time, whether 
they were sound or not. He held then, and still 
held, that there is a materia! distinction between the 
limits assigned to the powers of Congress in acting 
on questions which grew out of our exterior rela- 
tions, and those which grew out of our interior, At 
home, the legislative powers are divided between 
the General Government and those of the States. 
Tais division made it neerssary that the powers of 
ene or the o her should be specifically enumerated; 
and acco'dingly ali those delegated to the General 
Government are strictiy specified, with a general 
clause, reserving to the States and the people a'l 
that are not so delegated. It follows, of course, 
that whatever power which is not specially delega- 
ted io Congress, is intended to be exercised by the 
State or its Legislaiare, unless expressly prehivited 
by the Constitution. Far different is the case in 
reference to our exterior relations. The States sepa- 
rately have no such relations, and all the powerscon- 
necied wiih them belong to the Union, and are exer- 
cised through the treaty-making{power. It results, 
from this view, thatit wasnot necessary to enumerate 
the objects of the treaty-making power, and grant 
them specifically, as there exists no division of the 
power between it and the State Governments as 
relates to the exterior relations of the country. 
The questions growing outof these are, as I have 
stated, under the control of the treaty-making 
power without any prescribed limitation, and sub- 
ject to none except such as may be inferred from 
the nature of the power, the provisions of the 
Constitution, and the character of the Govern- 
ment. Among the first of these, the principal one 
is, that it must, in reality, be a question between 
us and other nations. To exercise a power not of 
that description, would be clearly zn abuse of the 
treaty-making power. Among the iimitations im- 
posed upon it by the Constitution, may be placed 
all those negative provisions which are prohibited 
from being exercised by the Generali Government 
through any of its Departments—such as granting 
tiles of nobility, &c. Among the powers which 
are directed to be exercised by the Constitution in 
a given way, and no other, is that of appropriat- 
ing money. The provision is, that no money 
Shall be drawn out the Treasury but by an 
appropriation by law, which, of course, pro- 
hibits drawing it by treaty, and is a limi- 
tation upon the treaty power. In addition to these, 
there are limitations drawn from the nature of the 
Government. Among them I hold it cannot cede 
a State by treaty, for the plain reason that it is party 
tothe constitutional compact which was made for 
the good of each State and not for its sacrifice. I 
am not aware that there any limitations but what are 
drawn from one or the other of these sources, and 
I am of the impression that the power of the Union 
in its exterior relations, is as full and complete as 
any other sovereign and independent nation, wiih 
the exception of the limitations which may fairly 
be deduced from one or the other of these sources. 

Now, he held, when it becomes proper for Con- 
gress to act on questions connecied with our exte- 
rior relations, such as the donation to the sufferers 
at Caraccas, pensions to the families of the French 
sailors, killed in the harbor of Toulon, or the pur- 
chase of Louisiana, they were not subject to the 
same strict lumitation of power that they are in act- 
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ing on home quesfiens, in reference to which, all 
powers not specifical'y granted to them, belong to 
the States. These are ihe grounds on which he 
acted in giving his vote on the Caraccas case. 

Mr. ARCHER expressed his surprise at some 
of the doctrines of the honorable Senator of 
South Carolina [Mr. Catnoun] asto the unre- 
stricied power of Congress in making treaties. He 
contended that the power of Congress in its action 
on questions growing out of our foreign relations, 
was as much a delegated power, and as sirictly 
guarded, as any ether. He said those who held 
cpposite doctrines were not time exponents of the 
principles of the Siate Righis school, from which 
they shou!d be expelled, and he intimated pretty 
strongly his determination to read Mr. Catsoun 
out of the party 

Mr. CALHOUN said he was happy to bear the 
remarks of the Senator from Virginia. He [Mr. 
Arcner] had originally been a rigid State Rights 
man, and his remarks had cheered him with the 
hope that he had not entirely abandoned his once 
cherished principles. He was in hopes that when 
the Senator was called upon to vote upon the ques- 


tion of a funded debt, the Bank, the tariff, and dis- | 
tribution, he would prove by his votes that this 


hope was not altogether unfounded. For no one 
was more fully aware than that Senator that these 
are the very questions on which the State Rights and 
the Consolidation party criginally divided at the 
first formation of the Government; and if he were 
now to vote for them, 1 would be proof conclusive 
that he had deserted the State R'ghts stanJard, and 
that the assuniption of the authority to decree an 
expulsion from the party, was absurd, 

He would not undertake a formal reply to the 
remarks of the Senator, as his object originally was 
not to vindicate his course in the case alluded to, 
but simply to state the grounds on which he had 
acied;- but he would say that the Senator, in 
asserting that he (Mr. C.) had maintained the 
docirine that the treaty power was unlimited, was 
utterly mistaken. On the contrary, he. believed 
it was subject to many important limitations, to 
some of which he had feferred in his former re- 
marks. Nor did he assert or intimate that the 
treaty power was nota delegated power. It was 
expressly delegated; as much so as the law-mak- 
ing power—the one to Congress and the other to 
the President and the Senate. The difference be- 
tween them, on which he rested his vote in the 
case of the Caraceas was, that the objects of the 
treaty-making power are not particularly enume- 
rated and specified like those of the law-making 
power, for the reasons he assigned when he had 
before alluded to the subject. And al! that he 
maintained was, that Congress, when called upon 
to act on subjects connected with the foreign rela- 
tions of the eountry, was not subjectto the same 
rigid restriction as it was when ac'ing upon home 
questions, and as e evidence that such was the 
impression of those who voted the conation to the 
sufferers from the earthquake at Caraccas thought 
with him, he might refer to the fact, that the act 
passed with the unanimous vote of the House, and 
among others with thatof Mr. Macon, and many 
who, like him, were remarkable for their rigid 
construction of the Constitution. 

In conelusion, he would tell the Senator that 
nothing rejoiced him more than at finding any of 
his friends pushing their S:ate Rights principles he- 
yond his own. So far from being vexed, he weou'd 
be glad of many more instances of the kind. 

Mr. ARCHER replied farther to Mr. Catnotn, 





and conciuded by observing that his opiniens and | 


votes on the varions topics specified by the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, would be expressed on 
the proper occasion. 

Mr. WALKER said this bill, for which he 
should vote, having been denounced as a viola‘ion 
ot the Constitution, he felt constrained to reply to 
some of the arguments whch hal been urged 
against its adoption. The late President having 
died during the year succeeding his election, and 
but a portion of the salary for that year having 
been paid, this bill permitted bis widow to receive 
the remainder of the salary unpaid for that year. 
Now if this bill were repugnant to the Constita- 
tion, then Congress have violated that instrument 


every year since its adoption. There was not a 
session since 1789 at which one or both Houses of 
Congress had not adopted measures similar iz prin- 
c’ple to this. The whole system of pensions, of 
exira allowances for services, civil or military, 
after those services were performed, special grants 
of money to the widows and orphan children of 
distinguished officers in the army and navy, of the 
Revolution, and of the last war, the augmentation 
of salaries so often made te take effect retrospec- 
tively, and cover a part of the year that was past, 
the additional allowance uniformly voted at the 
close of each session of Congress to the clerks and 
ofhicers of each House, the sums voted to defray 
the funeral expenses of deceased members, the 
salary for the whole session always voted to the 
famey of the oflicers of either House dying 
during the session jin our service, were all 
violations of the Constitution if this bill were 
repugnant to that instrament. At the very last 
session, had we not voted the full salary for the 
entire term, and five hundred doliars besides te the 
family of our deceased Sergeant-at-Arms? Had 
we not done this unanimously, after hearing the 
appeal made in favor of the bill by my distin- 
guished friend on the other side of the House 
[Mr. Wrient.] And now Mr. W. would desire 
to know how his friends, who had voted for that 
measure, could denovnce this as unconsti‘ational. 
Mr. W. was no special friend of the pension sys- 
tem; he had voted against i!s ex'ension at the last 
session, but he would desire to know what was the 
difference between constitutional principle, be- 
tween a pension for military and civil services. 
Mr. W. had no doubt it was highly inexpedient to 
adopt a system of pensions for civil services, but 
what clause of the Constitution discriminated be- 
tween pensions jor civil or military services? Mr. 
W. repeated, that he had voted agaist the exten- 
sion of the military pension system at the last ses- 
sion, yet he was greatly surprised thal some of his 
worthy Democratic triends, who thea voted for that 
measure, denounced this bill as unconstitutional. 
They saw, it seemed, nothing unconstitutional in 
pouring out annually millions of the public trea- 
sure under the provision of the bill iu favor of 
those who had rendered no service, but this bill 
they could not support. The late President 
had rendered some service es Chief Magis- 
trate, for which he was entitilied to some 
compensation, and although this could not be 
increased while he was in office, yet, when 
he was no more, Congress might fix a fair value 
upon those rervices,’and pay the sum to the family 
of the deceased. Surely no one could pretend that 
this wasa violation of the Constitution; and if 
others who were in favor of this bill chose to place 
their vote upon grounds that were untenable, was 
that any reason why Mr. W. should vote against 
the bill? That the bill was perfectly constitation- 
al, he bad no doubt, and justice and equity seemed 
todemand it. Congress had granted the President 
a large salary because lie was required, by his po- 
sition, to recerve and entertain his feliow-citizens 
of all parties, ae wellas the representatives of fo- 
reign powers. Now we ali know that the ex- 
peuses of a new Vresiden',at and immediately suc- 
ceeding his inaugurauon, and in preparing,.after 


| his election, 0 a:sume his station, were necessarily 


much greater tban at any other period of his term. 
Hence, then, although the salary might be ade- 
quate when received curing the entire term,yet, when 
the incumbent died wiibin a month after his inaugu- 
ration, who could say that the few hundred dollars 
which he had received would make any approach 
towards defraying the expenses actaally incarred 
during that period. Was it, then, becoming a jast 
and generous nation to devolve these expenditures 
upon their Chief Magistrate, called by themselves 
from retirement to di-charge the duties of his bigh 
station, and then to avail themselves of the acci- 
dent of his death within a month afier his inavga- 
ration, to devolvea heavy debt upon an afflicted 
family, pethaps already poor, for expenditures in- 
curred in hys country’s services? Mr. W. could not 
think so, and he was sure that the jast aod gene- 
rous feeliogs of a vast majority of hs constituents 
of all parties would sasiain him in the vote he 
should give in favor of this bill. This was not 
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the sa‘ary forthe balance cf the term that was 
voted, but only ‘he amount anpaid for the balance of 
the year, which, had it been paid in advance, no 
one would ask hs family to refund because he hid 
died during the year, and of which mifortune Mr. 
W. would not avail himself to witbhoid this sum 
(as it was noi paid) from the family of the deceas- 
e), and he voted for this bill as a mere act of jas- 
tice, and not as a pensicn or cratuily. The prece- 
dent, it was said, was dangerous. But for what 
was il a precent, except for this, that another Presi- 
dent should unfortunately die within a short time 
after his inauguration, having necessarily incurred 
expens’s in the public service far beyond the com- 
ensation allewed, the nation should permit his se- 
ary, unpaid for the remainder of the year, to be 
received by his surviving widow. My worthy aad 
distinguvissed friend from South Carolina (Mr. 
Catnoun] has been most ardent in his denuncia- 
tions of this bill as unconstilutional; yet the con- 
stitutionality of the measure for whick, in Congress, 
he voted filty thousand dollars as a gratuity to the 
sufferers by the earthquake in Venezuela, seems to 
me much more doubtiul. Those sufferers were noi 
officers or citizens of the United States; they had 
rendered this Government or country no service 
for which any compensation could be voied; it 
was a nake! charity, a mere undisguised gratuity, 
for which the Senator voted, who now charges me 
with violating the Constiiation in susteining this 
bill. The Senator says he voted for this because 
it was external; it concerned our foreign relations; 
and as to them the powers of the Government are 
not limited; that in that respect the powers of the 
Government are national, but that they are not so 
as regards the in'ernal operations of the Govern- 
ment. To this distinction Mr. W. did not assent. 
The Government was nota Government of un- 
limited power in i's operations, ex erval or iater- 
nal. It was in both cases a Government of pow- 
ers limited and enumerated, and io ail cares pos- 
sessed only the granted powers and those essential 
to their due execution. Upon looking at the Con- 
stitation, it would be found that it did not make an 
unlimited general grant of all power as regards our 
foreign relations, but it specified and enumerated 
those powers. Thus, it granted specifically power 
to make war, to provide a navy, to punis pira- 
cies on the high seas, to giant leiters of marque 
and reprisa!, &c.; but way enumerate these pow- 
ers, if all powers, and unlimited as to our external 
affairs, were granted to this Government? As to 
the treaty-naking power, it is expressly granted as 
an execulive, and noia legislative power, to be 
exercised like the appointing power by the Presi- 
dent and Senate; and i! no eppropriation of mi ney 
is required, the treaty has ail the force of the law, 
although the other Liouse of Congress may have 
been oppcsed to it. But is the treaty making pow- 
er unlimited? No; it is confined to the purposes 
and objects desiguaied in the C onstitation, and if 
@ treaty were mide by which South Carolina or 
Maine, or aby portion of either Sia'e, were ceded 
to a foreign power, sich treaty would be utterly 
unconstitutional. LTeconcur with my friend from 
South Carolina ia the opinion that this 
a@ nation—a Navonal Government, as_ re- 
gards our foeign relations; for it would 
be absard to talk of a compact (nota Go 
vernment) making treavues which are com- 
pacts with foreign powers; but I think it a Nationa! 
Government fui all purposes, external, or in’ernal, 
within the enumerat:d ¢ ants of the Constituion, 
and no further; and wot a Government of any kind 
for powers not dclega‘ed, whetber they be internal 
orex'ernat. It is a Government enumerated, an 
not of unlimited power in ali ils aspcis, and that 
its powers are unresiraiocd whenever it leaves ou 
own shores, could never be conceded by him. Tre 
money raiscd is frou: the people at home, and for 
their bencfi:; and upon the same principle uper 
which, as a gratvi y, you may vote filty thousan: 
dollars to ihe sufferers at Venezuela, yon may vow 
fifty milliors ter joreiga charities. Nir. W. saic 
he would go with pleasure with his friend from 
South Carolisa against the proposed Bank of the 
United States; agaimsi a funded debt, and a pretec- 
ive tariff; but for this construction of the Consu- 
plion, he could not go, by which, whilst we mighi 
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vote millions in mere forcign charities, in naked 
nndisgnised gratuities to the colored races, the 
Zambos and Mestizos of any portion of Sowh 
America, we cannot permit the afflicted surviving 
widow of our own Chief Magistrate, to receive the 
balance unpail of his salary for asingle year 
Mr. W.said, he bad opposed General Hatiison 
when living; and whist entertaining forhim per- 
sona!ly every feeling of kindsess and respect, he 
was still opposed to many his political principles; 
but now that he wes gone, he would not s'and 
upon his grave, and withho'd the remainder of his 
salary fora year from his aged and afflicted 
widow. 

Mr. KING said if his friend from Mississippi 
would quote those laws which he considered vic- 
lations of the Constitution as a precedent and jus. 
tification for a still further violauion of the Con- 
stitution, it would be a very different course from 
the one he had marked out for himse'f. He was 
aware that many of our pension laws were of 
very doubtful constitationality, but this was not the 
case with the earlier ones that were passed. They 
were intended to make compensation to the soldier 
of the Revolution, who had received in return for 
his invaluable services the depreciated conti- 
nental paper. Mr. K. alluded to the case of E'- 
bri’ge Gerry, one of the leacers of the Republican 
party, by whom he was elected Vice Piesident of 
the United Siates. He was intimately acquainted 
with him, and residing in the same house, he was 
much indebted to the lessons of political wisdom re. 
ceived from his lips. He closed his eyes in death. 
Hisfamily were destitute and applied to Congress for 
re'icf, and the Republican party, then in a majori- 
ty, though their sympathies, personal and politi- 
cal, were deeply exeiied, felt themselves cons'rained 
by a want of constitutional power to refuse it. 
With the family of Gen Drown, he (Mr. K.) was 
also intimate and on the most friendly terms; yet ia 
that ease he also felt himself bound by his constitu- 
tional views to vote against the bill for their relief. 
In the present case he considered the bill a mere 
gratuity to the relatives of the late President; and 
though his personal feelings to that distinzuished 
individaal were always of the most friendly cha- 
racter, previous and subsequent to his elevation 
to the high sta‘ion to which the popular voice had 
called him, and from which he was so suddenly re- 
moved, yet he felt himself utterly prec!uded by the 
restrictions of the Constitutioa from giying his sup- 
port to the bli. 

Mr L'NN said those who felt themselves com- 
pelled to vote against this measure were unpleasanily 
situated, as they were compelled to take a course 
counter to their feelings and sympathies. It wasa 
very easy matier for gentlemen, in the indu!gence 
of their sympathies, to vote away money from tle 
public Treasury, but did they consider where this 
thing was to stop? The next step will be to call 
upen us to vote a sum of money to the family ef 
our Vice President; the next to the families of 
Senators and members of the other House, and so 
on down to the lowest «flicer in the Goverament. 
He would consider the passage of this bil as a 
most pernicious example, and would therefore vote 
against it. 

The question was then taken on recommitting ‘he 
bill,and it was decided in the negative—ayes 16, 
noes 30, as follows: 

YEAS—Mersrs, Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama Falton, Kiog, Linn, McRoberts, Perce, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, ‘Tappan, Will’ams, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, 
Claytoo, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Nicholsen, 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, White, 
and Woodbridge— 30. 

Mr. YOUNG said that it ap,eared to him that 
ihe sum proposed to be donated ($25,000) was 
very large; but that if it was intended to bestow so 
much, be would suggest to the committee which 
had reported it, whether, under the circumstances, 
the sum of $9 000 or thereabouts, which stood upon 
the books of the Treasury Department as an in- 
cumbrance upon the estate of the late President, 





ought not to be deducted from it. Hesaid that he 
had been informed that this sum had been found 
due by the accounting officers of the Treasury 
against the laie J.C.S Harrison as receiver of 
the land office at Vincennes, and that tke late Pre. 
sident was the security for the payment of it. He 
bad also been informed that the widow of J.C. gs, 
Harrison was the daughter of the late Gen. Pike 
one of the most gallant and meritorivus ¢ flicers in 
the late war, who might now be in indigent cir. 
cumstances, with blasted hopes for the fulure, in 
consequence of this heavy indebtedness, aliogether, 
perhaps, beyond the means of herself or children to 
pay. Would not the committee, therefore, by 
acop'ing such an amendment, perform a double act 
of charity by diveharging the widow and children 
of the late J.C. S Harrison from a debt they are 
unable to pay, and at the same time relieving the 
estate of the late President fiom a very serious in. 
cumbrance, for which it may ultimately become 
liable, and still leave Mrs. Harrison (his widow) 
with a very handsome gratuity? 

Mr. MANGUM said that the Senator from IIli- 
nois had stated the sum traly at about $9,000, bat 
that by the act of Congress of 1831, it would not 
become payable until about the year 1848. He 
said that the widow of J. C. S. Harrison had died 
since the passage of the act, leaving several chil- 
dren—that he was informed the children had inhe- 
rited some reales'ate from their father, situated 
somewhere in the neighborhood of Vincennes, 
which would probably all be swept away by this 
debt, when it became due, but that he did not think 
it ought to be blended with this measure of relief, 
intended solely for the benefit of the widow of the 
late President. 


Mr. YOUNG resumed. He said that when 


General Washington was inaugurated as the first . 


President of the Unied S ates, he recommended to 
Congress, among other things, to make suitable 
provision for the payment of the Chief Magistrate 
of the nation on a liberal scale, but informed them 
at the same time that he could act consent to accept 
avy compensation for his own services. And why, 
sir? Because he was in afflacnt circumstances, 
and did not wish unnecessarily to add to the 
expenses of his countrymen, when there was no 
occasion for it. He said that he had understood 
from cOmmon rumor, that General Harrison had 
died possessed of a very valuable esiate, with but 
a small family dependent upon it, and that he 
could not see the necessity of so large an appropri- 
ation. He said, that in justice and equity, chari- 
table allowances should always be proportioned, in 
some degree at least, to the style of living and con- 
dition of the person to be benefited; and that all 
beyond that must fall under the head of useless, un- 
necessary, and, therefore, unjustifiable, extrava- 
gance. In respect to the sympathies of the nation 
for her late melancholy bereavement, they had 
been universally accorded without distinction as 
to plece or party. Nothing had been withheld in 
the way of honors to the memory of the deceased, 
and why chou!d we be called upon now to vote so 
large a sum from the Treasury by way of gratuity, 
whea no cecasion fer relief existed ? 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said, the Senator from 
Illinois was mistaken in supposing that General 
Harrison kad died rich—so far from it, he was in- 
fcrmed by persons intimately acquainted with the 
condition of bis estate, that there were large out- 
standing debts existing against it. That he left a 
farm below Cincinnati, on the Ohio river, worth, 
perhaps, thirty or forty dollars per acre, but that 
that by the time these debts should be liquidated 
and paid off, there would be very little, if any 
thing, remaining for his widow or family. 

Mr. YOUNG continued. He said that he had 
not before understood that the estate of the late 
President was in an embarrassed condition Bat 
he was satisfied from the explanation made by the 
Senator from Kenweky, [Mr. Cray,} that such 
was the case. This circumstance, he said, hed 
changed the intention with which he had arisen, 
which was, to have moved an amendment, to strike 
$25,000, anc insert $6 250, the amount of a quar- 
ter’s salary, which he still thought quite spfficien! ; 
bat he would not nuw propose such an amendment, 
bat leave the matter to the management of the 
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committee, todo as they thought best in regard 
its 
? The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 
Mr. CLAY moved that the bill be read a third 
time then; butit requiring unamimous consent, it 
was objected to. 
Toe Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, June 24, 1841. 

Tae SPEAKER aunounced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the motion, heretofore submitted by Mr. 
R.NDOLPH, to print the memorial presented by him 
in relation to the operation of the present tariff 
laws on the iron manufactures ot the United 
States. 

And, no farther debate arising, the memorial 
was ordered to be printed. 

Petitions and memorials were ca'led for in the 
reverse order of the Srates and Territorie:, and 
were presented by the following members: 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana. 

Mr. WISE of Virginia. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland. 

Messrs. SIMONTON and NEWHARD of 
Pennsylvania. 


Messrs. BIRDSEYE and CHITTENDEN of 
New York. 

Mr. EVERE?T of Vermont. 

Mr. ADAMS of Massachusetts. 

Mr. BRONSON of Maine. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The committees were then called in their order 
for reports. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill authorizing a loan not 
exceeding the sum of twelve millions of dollars, of 
which the following is a copy: 


A BILL authorizing a loan not exceeding the sum of twelve 
millions of dollars. 

Be itenacted, §c. That the President of the United States 
be, and he is hereby, empowered to borrow, on the credit of 
the United States, any sum not exceeding twelve millions of 
dollars, at a rate of interest, payable quarterly, not ex- 
ceeding five ‘Yr centum per annum, and reimbursa- 
ble at the will of the Government, at any time alter the first 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and, fifty, to be 
applied, in addition to the money now in the Treasury, or 
which may be received therein from ether sources, to the pay- 
ment and redemption of the Treasury notes heretofore autho- 
rized, which are or may be outstanding and unpaid, and to de- 
fray any of the public expenses which have been heretofore, or 
which may be, authorized by law; which stock shall be trans- 
terable only on the books of the Treasury. 

Sac. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and heis hereby, author.zed, with the consent of 
the President, to cause to be prepared certificates of stock, 
signed by the Secretary and countersigned by the Register of 
the Treasury, for the sum to be borrowed, or any part thereof, 
bearing an interestof five percentum per annum, and trans- 
ferable and reimbursable as aforesaid, and to cause the said 
certificates of stuck to besold: Provided, That no stock be sold 
below par. 

Suc. 3. And be it further enacied, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to receive propo- 
sals for taking the said joan, or to employ an agent or agents 
for the purpose of negotiating the same, and to pay“tohim or 
them a reasonable commission, not exceeding one-tenth of 
one pei centum on the amount so negotiated, which sum to 
be allowed to such agent or agents, and such expense as 
may be necessarily incurred in printing and issuing certi- 
ficates of stock onl other expenses incident to the new exe- 
cution of this act, in all not exceeding twelve thousand dol- 
lacs, which sum is hereby appropriated for that purpose, and 
siall be paid oucof any money In the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec.4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury is hereby authorized to purchase, at any time be- 
fore the period herein limited for the redemption of stock 
hereby authorized, such portion thoreof as the funds of the 
Government may admit of, after meeting all the demands on the 
Treasury. : 

Ssc 4. And be it further enacted, That the faith of the 
United States be, and is hereby, pledged for the punctual pay- 
ment of the interest and redemption of said stock. 

The bill having been read twice, was referred to 
the Committee of the Waole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
the Pablic Landst reported a bill to appropriate the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to 
grant pre-emption right-. 

On motion of Mr. J. the bill, having been read 
twice, was referred to the Committee of th> Who'e 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

The next order of business was reso’utions. 

The following resolution, offered yesterday by 
M1 Cusaine, coming up in its order— 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
¢ amunicate to this House, at the commencement of the next 
session of Congress, _a siatement ofthe progress which shall then 
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have been made in the survey of the coast of the Unised States» 
incjuding the number, location, and length of the several base 
lines measured for the triangulation, the stations occupied there- 
for, the observations made for and the corrections applied to the 
same; the astronomical ovservations made for the determina- 
tion of latitude or longitude; the work done by each corps em- 
ployed in the service, and a descriptive list of the charts publish- 
ed, if any. 

Also, the amount of money expended onthe survey of he 
coast, from time to time, since its commencement, showing what 
sums have been appropriated for the purchase of instruments 
and books; the nameso/ all persons emploved upon the survey, 
distinguishing such as may have been of the army or navy, to- 
gether with their salaries or other compensation, and by whom 


appointed to the service; exhibiting as well the direct appro- 
priation for the survey o! the coast as the indirect expenditure 
upon it by reasoa of the employment therein of the public ves 
selsand officers. 


Also, the probable length of time and amount of money re- 
quired to complete the survey of the coastin the mode hereto 
fore pursued, with suggestions of any other mode of surveying 
the same which shall have for its object the acquisition of the 
grea’est amount of useful information, in the shortest Ume and 
at the least expense, 


Mr. CUSHING said that he wished to address 
the Houve briefly in sepport of the resolution. 
This enterprise had been orizinally underiaken in 
the year 1807, at the instance of Mr. Jefferson. 
An act of Cengress was then passed authorizing 
the survey, and the sum of $50,000 was then ap- 
propriate! tewards the expense of the work. 
Nothing was done, however, at that time, of much 
consequence, except of a preparatory nature, and 
the usderiaking seemed to have been suspended 
for many years. Buatin 1831 an act was passed 
reviving that of 1807, and from that time to the 
present, appropriations had been made annually 
fer the prosecwion of the work, amounting in the 
whole to some six or seven hundred thousand do!- 
lars. A survey of the coast for topographical and 
maritime purposes was all that appeared on the 
face of the acts. It had been said, however, that, 
as incidental to the main objec', one of the par- 
poses contemplated was to survey and measure an 
arc of the meridian for the purpose of obtaining 


and verifying a unit of measure, in imitation of the’ || 


great enterprise of the same sort undertaken in 
France. How far this incidental purpose might 
have been contemplated, he did not know, nor did 
he mean to find fault with this, or to deny that this 
might be a thing important and desirable to be 
done; but immediate practical objects ought not to 
be sacrificed to this. What the country first of 
all needed was such a survey of the coast as might 
be advantageously applied to the uses of com- 
merce and navigation. Ia the accomplishment of 
this object, without reckoning the peried of 
time between 1807 and 1831, but beginning at 
the latter year, when the work was resumed in 
earn-st, ten years had already elapsed, and he dec- 
sired to undersiand, and he knew the wi-h existed 
very generally to understand, the precise results 
of the survey so far as it had beea pr secated. 
Toe reports made by Mr. Hassler from time to 
time were of an extremely genera! and unsatisfec- 
tory description. No maps or carts «f any part 
of the survey have yet been published ani made 
accessible to navigators, so far as he (Mr. C.) was 
informed. From the reports of Mr. Hassler, in 
tee public documents, it appeared that during these 
fen years, and at an expense cf about seven hun- 
dred thousand dollars, in direet appropriations, 
and, fur aught he (Mr. C.) knew, as much more 
incidentally, ia the expense of the public vessels 
and officers of the navy employed to assist in the 
work, all that had been done was to survey the 
coast from the eastern exire nity of Long Island to 
Delaware bay. The members of the House could 
judge, from the time and m: ney expended in sur- 
veying this smal] section of the coast of the United 
Siates, how longtime and how much money it 
would take to complete the survey from Passama- 
quoddy bay to the Sabine. Certain it was, that 
from the solicitude of Congress and the country to 
have practical surveys of the coast for the use of 
the present generation, without wailing for what 
seemed to be never coming, the completion of Mr. 
Hassler’s work, Congress had ordered other and 
pariiai surveys, such as those of Cape Cod and 
George’s shoal, and the coast of some part of the 
Southern Siates. Ele (Mr. C.) had good reason to 
believe ‘hal, owing to the work having been given 
up so entirely to the discretion of Mr. Hassler, the 
high compensation paid, and especially the allow- 
ance of an extra per diem pay to some of the per- 
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sons employed, which tended to operate as a sort 
of premiam upon procrastination, the presecution 
of the enterprise towards its completion was un- 
reasonably delayed. He (Mr. C) had been 
assailed by some members, the other day, when 
the sabject was before the House, for presam- 
ing to criticwe the mode in which the work 
was conducied by Mr. Hassler. He (Mr. 
C.) knew nothing in Mr. Hassler which could 
exempt him from the same salutary supervision 
on the part of Congress, and ihe same scrutiny of 
his official acts which 1s applied to every other per- 
son in the employment of the Government. Mr, 
Hassler might be a man of great science, but it 
was the right and the privilege of every member of 
the House, and it was the duty of the House itself, 
whenever any money was appropriated, to inquire 
jato the method in which the money was to be ex- 
pended. He (Mr. C.) exercised this right in bring- 
ing this matier before the House. It had been con- 
filen'ly asserted that Mr, Hassler kept to himself 
important facts ascertained in the survey—such as 
a poriion of the mathematical elements of the 
work, in order to render himself necessary to the 
Government. If the report to this effect which he 
(Mr. C.) had repeated'y heard talked of was true, 
it wou'd be reason enough for at ence discharging 
Mr. Haasler from the service of the Government, 
even if the effect of this should be to lose the bene« 
fit of all that had thus far been done; for it would 
be insufferable that any person employed by the 
Government should thus assume to himself the ac- 
quiritions made at the pablic expense and for the 
public benefi'; and if he should be di:charged, he 
(Mr. C ) did not believe there would be any diffi- 
culty in finding competent persons to carry on the 
work, for there was no want of mah>matical 
knowledge in the United States, nor was th-re any 
mystery in this business, since the various publica~ 
tions in France and elsewhere on the similar works 
carried on in Europe, afforded abundance of in- 
struction on the subject, which any body might ac- 
quire and use who pleased. 

Mr. C. distrusted all mystery in matters of sci- 
ence, in which concealment of any sort whatever 
was, tohis mind, strong evidence of quackery. 
Bat if, on the contrary, the regorts on this subject 
were untrae, it wasdue to Mr. Hassler, and he, 
most of all, ought to desire full and complete inves 
ligation of the subject, in order to disabove the pub- 
lie mind concerning it. Oa the whole, ali that (Mr. 
C.) aske! for was inquiry; he wished this survey 
to be continued and comp'eted as earnestly as any 
member of the House vould; it was preposterous 
to suppose that he conld have any desire to stop 
ihe work along the Southern coast. It was the 
ships andthe menof the New England Staies 
which, most of all, were subject to be engulfed 
in the seas and stranded on the quicksands of tte 


| Southern coast, and which, beyont and before all 


others, needed to have that coast thoroughly and 
speedily surveyed. What he proposed to himself 
was, to endeavor to save money and to save 
iime in the accomplishment of this great national 
underiaking, and he had submitted this resolution 
as the first step towards the attainment of these ob- 
jects. When the infermation came in, it, could 
be referred to acom nittee, and, if nothing else, 
would be the means of guiding the judgment of the 
House in*making future appropriaiions for the 
Coast survey. " 

Mr. HOLMES commented upon what he de- 
signated the extraordinary course of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, (Mr. Cu-nine } in mak. 
ing a premeditated attack upon the character, the 
science, and the morals of Mr. Hassler; and said 
that the geatleman had underiaken to slander the 
subject of his remarks, for the purpose of preja- 
dicing, in advance, the minds of the members of 
the House. Mr. Ef. refuted the several poritions 
of Mr. Cusuina, and maintained that science was 
noi so perfectly simp'e as the gentleman supposed; 
aod as evidence of the assertion, and of the 
scientific skill of ‘Mr. Hassler, he meationed the 
fact that about eight years ago one of our engi- 
neers erected a fort on the British side, iasiead of 
on ourown. The engineer wasscient:fic, but Mr. 
Hassler was more so. After one or two hundred 
thousand dollars had beea expended on the fort, and 
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before its completion, through the agency of Mr. 
Hassler, the fort was withdrawn, and thos was 
ultimately saved to the Government a million*and 
a half of dollars. If the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, instead of indulging in a tirade against 
the Government, had taken the trouble to inqaire, 
he would have been made «acquainted with the 
truth, 

Mr. Houmes ventured to say that the asser- 
tion made by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
that Mr. Hassler concealed important facts ascet- 
tained in the survey, was a perfect absurdity; it 
would be impossible for him to do, as the oflicers 
engaged under him were men well acquainted with 
scieuce. 

Mr. H. in the course of his remarks, adverted in 
times of high commendation to the signalservice Mr. 
Hassler had rendered to the country, not only by 
furnishing us with the most perfect charts that had 
ever been made, but in giving us a uniform staad- 
ard of weighis and measures. 

Mr. EVERETT said that he presumed there 
could be no objection to the passage of this reso- 
jution. It was a call for information, most of 
which would no doubt appear ia the annual report. 
He shonid have said nothieg had not the gen.leman 
from Massachuseits |Mr. Cusine} made the reso- 
lution the occasion of a reiterated attack on the 
character of the gentleman who had charge of the 
coast survey—of sending forth what he (Mr. E ) 
deemed unfounded, unwarrantabie, and wanton 
slanders. He could not account for the course of 
the gentleman, who professed to be in favor of the 
continuance of the survey. He was net disposed 
to put an unfavorable construction en the gentle- 
man’s motives; with them he had nothing to do; 
but he could attribute his course only to a want of 
information cf what had been done, and to the 
prompting: of some discontented lieutenant. 

The gentleman complained that the reports of 
Mr. Hassler were too general. Nor does he stop 
there. He charges, (continued Mr. E_) and takes 
upon himseif the responsibility of the charge, that 
they are made so general (or the purpose of mysti- 
fication and concealment. He goes further: he 
charges a concealment of the information obtained, 
and that, too, for the purpose of rendering himself 
necessary to the Government. 

As to the generality of the reports, what does 
the gentleman expect more than a general state- 
ment of the progress and state of the work?) Does 
he expect a geomeirical detail of a work in pro- 
gress? As to concealment, is the gentleman aware 
that the details of this work are kept in triplicate, 
for the very purpose of preservation? That these 
are the property of the Goverament, and which, 
with the maps already made and in progress, are 
open tohis inspection, and that of any other gen- 
tleman who would take the trouble to call at his 
office to see them? There is no shadow of foun- 
dation for the charges. Mach time has been taken; 
much had been done, and, he (Mr. E) be- 
lieved, well done. The cost from the east end 
of Rhode Island to New Jersey had been surveyed, 
the primary maps made, and which were now in 
giess of redaction for publication. The presses 
and the plates for engraving had been procured, 
and in due time the maps would be published. 
Gentlemen could not expect thai these maps could be 
made with the facility with which a surveyor plats 
the survey ofa township. They are necessarily the 
work of a single person. A number of persons 
could not be employed in reducing tne surveys. 
As to the time which had been taken, he would say 
that a comparison ofresul's with any other work of 
asimuar character would be very favorable to this 
work. 

The gentleman had originated the idea of the 
verification of the measurement of a degree of la- 
tiitude was a hidden object of the survey: the idea 
was original, it belongedto him. But, said Mr. 
KE, suppose such a verification should be one of 
the resulis, where would be the harm? The gen- 
Uleman says he is in favor of continuing the survey’; 
he mast, however, be sensible that the tendency 
of his remarks is to defeatit. Yesterday he was 
understood by the House to say that the triangular 
survey could not be contioned on the Soathern 
coast. He(Mr. E.) was giad to see by the morn- 
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ing paper that he was misunderstood. It could not 
be believed that any gentleman from the North 
would, after the Northern coast had been surveyed, 
object to the survey of the Southern coast. For 
one, he thought the survey of the first imporiance 
to the commerce of the country; and he believed 
that any person capable of appreciating the work, 
who would take pains to inform himself of the 
details of the work, would be satisfied with its 
progress. 

Mr. WISE moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. CUSHING asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WIS withdrew the motion. 

Aud, the question being taken, the resolation was 
adopted. 

Toe SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, trans- 
mitting the planofa Fiscal Agent. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the communication 
was referred to the Select Committee on the Cur- 
rency, and was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WINTHROP was understood to move that 
5,000 extra copies of the plan be printed; which 
motion, by the rule, lies over one day. 

The following resolation, offered yesterday by 
Mr. Winturop, coming up in its order: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 


to take Measures jor procuring annually for the Library of Cen- 

ras two or more copics of all important reports er other do- 
cuments on commercial, judicial, or other subjects of interest to 
our country, which may be published by the Parliament of 
Great Britain, or by the Governments of other foreign nations: 


Provided, That the same shall be paid for out of the standing 
appropriation jor the Library. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the re- 
solution by inserting after the words “instructed 
to,” the words “inquire into the expediency of.” 

Mr. WINTHROP said that he was perfectly 
willing to adopt the amendment proposed by the 
honorable member from Tennessee, [Mr. Jonnson,] 
and would thank the Clerk to al'er the resolution 
accordingly. The simple object of the resolution 
was, (hat means might be taken to supply the Li- 
brary seasonably with such foreign State papers or 
Parliamentary documenis as would be of service in 
the business of our own legislation. Ii was well 
known that many such were prepared and printed 
abroad. The Parliament of Great Britain (and he 
believed it might be said of almost all other Go- 
vernments, except our own) never entered on 
apy important work of legisiation without previ- 
ously ins'ituting an investigaiion into the operation 
of existing laws, into the condition of the interests 
affected by those laws, and into the probable conse- 
quences of the proposed change. He hoped that 
the Congress of the United States would not always 
ferm an exception to so excellent a rule. 

After a few remarks from Mr. TILLING- 
HAST, the resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

The following resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. RoosrveELt, coming up in its order: 

Resolved, ‘that the select committee heretofore appointed on 
the currency be instructed to inquire into the constitutionality 
and expediency ofthe passage of a uniform bankrupt law appli- 
cable to moneyed corporations, and especially whether such law 
would ot would not be the most efficient measure for restoring 


and regulating the currency, for preventing evspensions of 
specie payments, and keeping banks within reasonable li- 


nits, 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said that it must be evident 
to every one who read the resolution with candor, 
that there was nothing of a party character about 
it. The gentlemen to whom it was proposed to re- 
fer the resolution were, a large majority of them, 
opposed to himself in party politics. Mr. R. refer- 
red to a distinguished merchant of Boston, who had 
expressed the opinion that it was constitutional to 
apply the operation of a bankrupt law so as to co- 
ver the case of banking corporations, (for whom, 
indeed, such a law had been originally intended, 
as its name imported,) and laid it down as his own 
conviction that such an application of the law was 
the only efficieat remedy for the disorders of the cur- 
rency, which, as every body knew, was essentiaily 
acurrency of paper credit. The compulsion of 
the banks to redeem their circulation in specie 
would do that for which Cougress was so loudly 
called upon, viz: equalize, so far as the nature of the 
case would permit, the exchanges of the country. It 
would not, indeed, make the exchanges eqnal 
throughout the land, bat in all cases where the 
balance between place and place was governed by 
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the necessity and by the expense of the aDsporta 
tion of specie, it would ti this ue On this 
subject Mr. R. contended that a great error - 
vailed in the community—an error which extended 
not merely to the working and agricultural classe 
but which prevailed even in- the commercial ale. 
The error to which he alluded lay in the idea that 
what was in ordinary parlance called the exchan es 
for example, between New York and New or. 
leans, was exchanges in the proper mercantile 
sense of that word. Men were wont to say “the 
exchange with New Orleans is at 10 or 15 per cent. 
this state of things is intolerable; the exchange is 
so high as to destroy all the profits of business.” 
But was the difference in the value of paper de 
which such janguage was usually applied try} 
stated as the rate of exchange between New York 
and New Orleans? He contended it was not. In 
illustration, he would present a case: I hold 
(said Mr. R.) the note of a man who is known 
to be able, from his property, to meet all his en- 
gagements, and, from the probity and honor which 
have marked all his dealings, to be as willing as 
he is able to take it up when due. You hold a 
note for the same amount from a man of a very 
different character—a man notorious for his want 
of punctuality—a man of doub:ful credit moreover 
and who is noted for occasionally suffering his bills 
to be protested. Suppose we should exchan 
these notes; is it not evident that there would be a 
very wide difference in their actual value? ‘That 
difference might amoant to fifty or sixty, or even 
toa hundred per cent; (for your note might never 
be paid at all.) Now, take one note issued by one 
of the Boston banks, a!l which pay specie on de- 
mand, and exchange it for a note of the same de- 
nemination ivsaed by some bank in Mississippi or 
Alabama, wherethere are known to be many banks 
which are capable of meeting their engagement: 
would any man make the exchange at par value? 
Certainly not; there would be a large discount on 
the value of the latter note. Now, that discount on 
the Alabama note is not, strictly and properly 
speaking, the ra'e of exchange between Massachu- 
seits and Alabama; not at all; itis the only 
difference. between two debts, one good and 
the other bad. Yet it is usually spoken 
of as the rate of exchange, simply; and in this I 
contend there isa very common practical error. 
But the error is lessening; the delusion is dissipat- 
ing! men are beginning to see the truth on this 
subject. Thisevil, which is se power(ully felt, is 
not to be remedied by aliering the rate of exchange 
between Boston and Mobile: itis to be remedied 
only by destroying and putting down such banks 
as are insolvent and unable to meet their engage- 
ments, and by compelling such as are solvent, but 
unwilling, to pay their debts. When this is done, 
exchanges, properly so called, will have been ren- 
dered as equal asin the nature of things they can 
be. From the very nature of the case, the differ- 
ence never can exceed 24 to 3 per cent. Boston 
and Mobile, for example, have mercantile wans- 
actions between them; Boston sends to Mobile 
more of her manufactured goods than she can re- 
ceive back from Mobile in cotton; Mobile there- 
fore falls in debt to Boston. What can she do? 
How is she to pay this debi? She ships the be- 
lance in specie; she bas to pay for the transporta- 
tion of that specie; and to that extent the rate of 
exchange is againsi Mobile. The expense of trans- 
portation consis s of two items, freight and in- 
surance; and these, put together, never can exceed 
3 percent. but will oftener fall below 24. So long 
as the debtor party discharges its obligations, the 
rate «f exchange cannot exceed that. Now how 
is the remedy I speak of to be applied unless by 
subjecting banking corporations to the operation of 
your bankrupt law? (And here I wish it to be 
unders'ood that it is not my intention to connect 
this question with the quesiion of a Nationa! Bank; 
that would at once involve it in party considera- 
tions and party feelings, which I wish in this mat- 
ter wholly to avoid.) I say that there is no reme- 
dy for the evils now complained of bat to compel 
the banks to pay specie on demand. 
The resolution is not intended to interfere with 
gentiemen who have doabis as to the constitation- 
ality of any bankrupt law. It is merely a reso- 





